
Luke 12:32-40 
“Do Not Be Afraid!” 

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
      
One Sunday after church, a mom asked her very young daughter what 

the lesson was about. She answered, "Don't be scared; you'll get your 

quilt." Needless to say, the mother was perplexed! So later, when the 

pastor stopped by for a visit, she asked him, “What was the theme of 

this morning’s Sunday school lesson?”  He replied, "Be not afraid, thy 

comforter is coming." 

During the season of Pentecost we work through many of Jesus' 

parables, which address the question, "And what does it mean to 

follow Jesus?" We are, therefore, in the heart of material relating to 

the character of our Christian life --- identifying the essence of 

discipleship. 

In this passage about selling everything and making a wallet out of 

myself, while on the watch for Christ's unexpected return, we may well 

want to echo Peter's question: "Lord, are you telling this parable for us 

or for everyone?" Odds are that most of us are hoping it is addressed 

to a generic "everyone," rather than directly to us!  Personally, I prefer 

tough answers to hard questions be directed elsewhere! 

 

Let’s start with a bit of a refresher as to the context. Where is Jesus, 

anyway? To whom is he speaking? What is their life like for most 

people who sought to hear him?  
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Jesus is on the road to Jerusalem. This marks a great turning point in 

the gospel; once he has turned to Jerusalem, the shadow of the cross 

looms over absolutely everything that takes place. He knows the end 

of his ministry --- and his life --- is approaching. He knows it will be 

violent, and he knows he will be at the mercy of a brutal empire that 

makes quick work of anyone who teaches allegiance to a Higher Power 

and religious leaders exposed as hypocrites by his message of love, 

justice, compassion and peace.   

 

On his journey Jesus speaks to many people --- to Jews and Gentiles, 

to students of the law and Pharisees, to his disciples and friends, to 

women as well as men. This morning, he has spoken to a crowd that is 

eager --- and sometimes desperate --- to get close to him and to hear 

the things he has to say. He’s in today’s terms a rock star.  

Though the crowd may well contain a wealthy landowner here and a 

scribe there, the “crowd” generally consists of the peasants, the 

landless, those living at or below the subsistence level. Jesus is 

speaking to the people at the bottom and at the margins --- the poor 

and community rejects. The distribution of wealth is even more 

skewed than it is today; the rich were even richer (if you can imagine), 

the poor were even poorer. The truly poor and marginalized could not 

have access to even the most basic needs unless they were somehow 

attached to a person of wealth as servants or tenant farmers. The poor 

depended on this “patron” to ensure they received enough goods to 

survive. 
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Having spoken to them, he now turns to the twelve he has selected as 

apostles directly; now is the time to learn how to live as a disciple. 

Now is the time to bring the twelve and us into the story. 

After sharing the parable of the rich fool, Jesus urges his disciples to 

not dwell on earthly concerns: "Therefore I tell you, ‘do not worry 

about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will 

wear... instead, strive for God's kingdom and these things will be given 

to you as well.’ "  

 

Does Jesus really intend for his disciples --- then or now --- to give all 

they have away? What do I make of the urgency of his instructions to 

be alert then and now, two thousand years later? No wonder Peter 

asks whether what Jesus says is meant for just the disciples or --- 

hope against hope --- to "everyone." 

 

There is, one verse that is easy to gloss over that helps put the others 

in perspective: "Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom." "Do not be afraid" is the 

hallmark of the Good News through Scripture and occurs multiple 

times in Luke's story of Jesus as well.  

It is God's intention, plan, and delight for us to turn aside from the 

constant anxiety about worldly needs and to share what I have in 

time, talent and treasure with others; working his will in this life for 

the kingdom that I daily ask to have come. 

 

!  3



Like a parent loves her children deeply and desperately and wants all 

good things for them, so it is God's good pleasure to give God's 

children the kingdom. 

What Jesus is commending is faith --- faith that frees one to be 

generous; faith that enables one to leave anxiety behind; faith that 

creates in one confidence about a future secured not by human 

endeavor or achievement but by God alone. “By faith to understand 

that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is 

seen was made from things that are not visible.” 

“Our belief in the future must bring change to the present! The spirit of 

expectation is the spirit of action because it is the spirit of 

faith.” (Eberhard Arnold) 

The author of the letter to the Hebrews sounds a note of harmony, 

emphasizing that Abraham’s faith in action --- not his performance of 

religious duties --- brings him favor with God.  Faith, though most of 

often used as a noun,  is  best used as a verb --- a foundational base 

of trust in God as we walk,  believing that the work we do, the 

kindness we share, and the compassion we offer will made a 

difference; trusting what we learn on Sunday is intended to dress us 

for action on Monday. 

All of my instruction about the Christian life --- whether about prayer, 

money, watchfulness, care of neighbor, and more --- are therefore 

anchored in the Gospel promise that it is God's good pleasure to give 

me --- each of us --- the kingdom. Remembering this promise enables 

me to answer Peter's question: is Jesus saying this to or to everyone?  
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 The answer --- Yes! Yes, as he spoke  to the disciples over 2000 years 

ago; yes, to his followers through the centuries and yes to you and me 

in this little church we have come to love. 

Jesus’ exhortation is based not on a Pollyanna view of the world that 

always looks on the bright side of life, but on the character and nature 

of a God who will not let go and who will provide. 

Most of us sense an ambiguity.  We need to feel secure, but what we 

feel will provide it does not always bring joy!  Fred Craddock: 

“Everyone,’ wrote Fred Craddock, “protests that he or she only wants 

enough, but no one knows how much is enough until one has too 

much.” 

There is the story of a stingy rich man in a small community who 

passed away.  People were curious about his wealth.  One person 

asked the funeral director, “How much did he leave?”  The director 

replied, “All of it!” 

I’ve learned much from experience of fellow Rotarians and other 

friends who have visited some of the world’s poorest countries.  Time 

after time, they return admiring the hospitality they were extended 

and sacrifices the very poorest made to the visitors from this nation --- 

the richest nation on the face of the earth.  

Christian joy is the deep, settled peace that comes to live within one’s 

heart when one knows that what is contained there is what is most 

important to God. 
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As he goes to face judgment before the religious and civil authorities, 

Jesus teaches the people how they should prepare to face the 

judgment of God. “Do not be afraid, little flock,” is its context. Jesus is 

steadfastly on his way to face something that would cause any 

reasonable person to shake in their shoes, to lose the power of 

speech, to tremble and cry and run away and hide. And his teaching all 

the while is for his followers not to be afraid.  

These sweet words offer affirmation to his disciples --- and by 

extension to us. Just be ready.  Being prepared is the essence of 

discipleship.  We walk in faith, believing in the life we lead, dedicated 

to the work we do, the kindness we share, and in the belief that the 

care we offer makes a difference! 

After World War II, a group of German students volunteered to rebuild 

as severely damaged cathedral.   A large statute of Jesus, with 

outstretched arms and the words “Come unto Me’ inscribed on it, was 

missing both hands.  Since it proved impossible to reattach the hands, 

they decided to leave them off.  They changed the inscription to read, 

“Christ has no hands but ours.” 

What God is looking for in our worship is not so much what we do 

when we arrive here on a Sunday morning, but what we’ve been doing 

before we arrived. Amen. 

9th Pentecost, Cycle C @ Knife River Lutheran Church, August 11, 2019 
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Daily Dig for August 8  
Eberhard Arnold  

Our expectation of the kingdom cannot be a passive waiting, a 

sweet, soft occupation with ourselves and our like-minded 

friends. No, if we truly expect God’s kingdom, we will be filled 

with divine power. Then the social justice of the future – with 

its purity of heart and divine fellowship – will be realized now, 

wherever Jesus himself is present. Our belief in the future 

must bring change to the present! The spirit of expectation is 

the spirit of action because it is the spirit of faith. Faith is 

bravery. Faith is reality. If we have faith, even only a small 

seed, we cannot regard anything as impossible. 

Source: Eberhard Arnold, Writings Selected 
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