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FROM THE PASTOR - NOVEMBER, MONTH OF TRANSITIONS 
 
 November, as I think of it, is all about transitions.  There are natural transitions; autumn heads inevitably towards 
winter as temperatures drop, tree branches are bare, and darkness increases.  There are political transitions; this particular 
November, there will be the beginning of a governmental transition following Election Day, and given the toxicity of this 
year’s campaign season, it may be an interesting transition, to say the least!  Along with these transitions in nature and in 
government, there are also transitions in the church year and in the festivals and commemorations that occur. These might 
seem to divide the month into two halves: the first half more somber and sad; the second half more positive and hopeful.  I 
say that because we will observe All Saint’s Day on the first Sunday in November, and then we will honor Veterans on 
the second Sunday of November.  Both of these are occasions when we tend to focus on the past and perhaps to do some 
grieving.  Then Thanksgiving comes towards the end of the month, as does the beginning of the Advent season, with its 
anticipation of Christmas.  The month may seem to come in grim and go out hopeful. 
 
 I’m not sure that’s actually true, though.  Certainly we may and should do some grieving on All Saint’s Day.  
Many of us have lost beloved family members and friends this past year, and as a congregation, we also experienced some 
significant deaths. To grieve these losses is a sacred act, indicative of the value we placed on these lives and relationships.  
Veteran’s Day also brings to mind those who have served their country, some offering up their very lives in the cause of 
our country, and all of whom made sacrifices in their national service.  It would seem wrong and irreverent not to honor 
such service with some solemnity.  
 
 And yet the gratitude of Thanksgiving and the hope of Advent at the end of the month are inextricably linked with 
these occasions of remembrance and even sorrow at the beginning of the month.  Our grief for those we love is actually an 
indication of the myriad ways in which they blessed us; in a sense, grief is actually an act of giving thanks for the loved 
ones God placed in our lives.  I was  recently so impressed by a colleague and friend who lost his dear wife of many 
decades to pancreatic cancer just a few weeks ago.  When I asked him how he was doing, he replied with absolute 
honesty, “I wake up every morning with a grateful heart and a sense of being loved.”  His gratitude was for the wonderful 
wife he had for all those years, and that her suffering was not prolonged.  He also felt that both his wife and he were still 
held together in the love of God.  Gratitude is not as far removed from grief as we may think. 
 
 And neither is hope.  In fact, as people of faith, we may consistently experience grief and hope as coexisting.  As 
St. Paul writes, “We do not grieve as those who have no hope.”   Notice that St. Paul doesn’t simply state, “We do not 
grieve.”  That, of course, would be patently untrue!  We do grieve!  Whether or not we have faith in God and in the 
resurrection of Christ, we still grieve the loss of those we love. To claim otherwise would be false to experience and a 
kind of dishonoring of the value of their lives as they intersected with ours.  The crucial part of that verse is the last half:  
“we do not grieve as those who have no hope.” We grieve, yes; but not in a hopeless, despairing way.  We grieve even as 
we hope---hope in the resurrection, hope in being reunited with our loved ones, hope in the love of God which holds all 
things in the Universe together, in heaven and on earth, the living and the dead.   
 
 This whole month of November, then, is infused with the gratitude and the hope that we celebrate so openly 
towards the month’s end.  Life and death are a rich mixture; we will find moments of gratitude and hope in our grieving, 
just as we will have times when grief comes while we are giving thanks or feeling hopeful.  How could it be otherwise?  
God is Lord of all the times and seasons of our lives, and all our sorrows, hopes, and thanks are held together in God’s 
good and strong hands.   
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Susan 
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WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER 
 
November is one of the richest worship months of the church year. We begin with All Saint’s Sunday, on November 6, 
when we remember those who have died and celebrate our connection with all believers--around the world, and on earth 
and in heaven.  On Nov. 13, we will observe Christ the King Sunday—the end of the church year, and we will honor our 
veterans, too, remembering those who serve our country. We will celebrate Thanksgiving Sunday on Nov. 20, giving us 
an opportunity to reflect on our abundance and give thanks.  Finally, Advent, the season of hope, begins on the final 
Sunday of November, the 27th.  
 
Sunday, November 6-All Saint’s Sunday.  We will celebrate Holy Communion at the altar, using our traditional service.  
There will be special music from our choir, quartet, a guest soloist, and bells. We will remember and honor those of our 
community of faith who have died this past year. They will be named in prayer and honored with the tolling of the church 
bell. There will be an opportunity to light a candle in memory of a dear one who has died.  Don’t forget to “fall back” for 
Daylight’s Savings Time! Also, remember that this first Sunday of the month is Food Shelf Sunday!   
 
Sunday, November 13- Christ the King/Veteran’s Observance.  We will use our Bread of Life Celebration Service, 
including the celebration of communion by intinction.  A special observance for veterans will be a part of our service.   
 
Sunday, November 20-Thanksgiving Sunday.  Our traditional worship service will include communion by intinction 
and a time for healing prayer and anointing.  Joyful Noise will sing. 
 
Sunday, November 27-First Sunday in Advent.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction during this 
traditional styled service, with our usual Advent embellishments. The choir will sing.  
 
ADVENT/CHRISTMAS HAPPENINGS: HERE’S WHAT’S COMING! 
 
Advent Decorating:  “Gild and Graze”, Nov. 27 – Following worship. We will decorate the church while we enjoy some 
goodies in the gathering area.   
 
Living Nativity. Sunday, Dec. 4, 10:30 AM.  Our congregation will sponsor a Living Nativity by the Rec Center as part of 
the Julebyen. The Free For All Quartet will be caroling during this time.  
 
Christmas Candlelight Celebration of Music, 4 PM, Sunday, Dec. 4.  This concert of local musicians will have a reverent 
and candle-lit atmosphere, as we share Christmas music.    A Scandinavian Cake reception will follow after downstairs.  
 
Christmas Morning Communion Worship, Sunday,  Dec. 25th-9:30 AM.  This is a joyful and festive service of 
celebration! Note the later time, just for this one worship service a year! 
 
GOD’S GLOBAL BARNYARD:  CHILDREN CHOOSING ANIMALS  
 
On the Sunday before Thanksgiving (November 20th) during the Children’s Church time, the children will be choosing 
animals for ELCA’s God’s Global Barnyard using their offerings for the year.  For those who have God’s Global 
Barnyard coin banks, now is the time to bring them forward so that those funds can be included.  If you do not have a coin 
bank, but would like to contribute to the children’s efforts, you can simply do so by placing contributions into the 
Barnyard bank placed at the front of the church sanctuary.  For those wanting their donations to Barnyard Bank credited to 
their giving accounts,  please donate via check (payable to KRLC) to either the Barnyard Bank or through a designated 
donation in your regular offering giving envelopes. 
 
God’s Global Barnyard:  Gift Giving During the Holiday Season 
In the Advent season (coming very soon), an Advent tree decorated with ornaments representing different items in 
ELCA’s Good Gifts catalog for ending world hunger will be set up.  For those choosing to support ELCA’s world hunger 
efforts, ornaments could be taken with a donation to the church for that item and given to someone as a gift.  Additionally, 
donations for a Barnyard animal could also be done without taking the ornament, and the person, for whom the gift was 
intended, could receive a God's Global Barnyard Notecard stating “A gift have been given in your honor”.  These cards 
will be available.  
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FROM YOUR CREATION CARE TEAM – 
 
Synod Creation Care Study 
Earth Stewardship and the Missio Dei: Participating in the Care and Redemption of All God Has Made is the title of 
Pastor David Carlson’s Doctor of Ministry dissertation, which he defended at Luther Seminary in March 2016. In it, he 
reports findings from a synod-wide survey and four congregational interviews and evaluates their earthkeeping practices 
and perceptions using eight conceptual lenses: (1) sustainability, (2) globalization, (3) global civil society, (4) nature as an 
active subject in scripture and liturgy, (5) biblical stewardship as participating in God’s mission, (6) perichoresis as 
modeling reciprocal relationships with nature, (7) eschatological themes of redemption and reformation, and (8) 
sacramental imagination. 
 
The church in general and Lutherans in particular are well-suited to help society address ecological needs and the 
problems of climate change, and congregations are ideal settings for modeling the kind of earth stewardship needed for a 
more sustainable world. This timely resource invites clergy and lay leaders to grow in understanding their local earth 
stewardship as a component of participating in God’s mission, and take steps to integrate creation care practically in 
ministry areas of worship, education, congregational life, building and grounds, and community engagement. 
 
Signed copies are available in paperback (243 pp.) for $10 payable to Pastor Carlson at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
office located at the synod office building, lower level, or at mailing address 219 N. 6th Ave. E., Duluth, MN 55805.  To 
ship in the U.S., add $4. 
 
EnergyWise Appliance Rebates 
For a limited time, Cooperative Light & Power (CLP) has expanded its Energy Wise Appliance Rebates to include dish 
washers, washing machines, and room a/c units.  See http://www.clpower.com website for rebate information and rebate 
application form. 
 
ELCA WORLD HUNGER ADVENT CALENDARS 
Celebrate the excitement, anticipation and wonder of the birth of Christ with the ELCA Good Gifts Advent calendar. Each 
day is a reminder of the reason for the season with hymns, prayers, Bible verses and stories of how ELCA Good Gifts 
animals make a difference in the world.  The calendars are ideal for families with children.  Contact Lawrence Burkhard 
for a calendar.   
 
GIFTS RECEIVED 
A gift to the memorial fund in memory of Bruce Eskola was received from Carol Pearson. 
A gift to the memorial fund in memory of Bruce Eskola was received from Clifford Sundstrom. 
Gifts to God's Barnyard in memory of Ruby Higdon, Melanie's mom, were received from Steve & Carol Carlson, Scott & 
Sharon Shelerud, Tami Magnuson & family, and John & Melanie McMillion. 
 
KNIFE RIVER JULEBYEN EXPANDS TO THREE DAYS 
The Knife River Julebyen, a Scandinavian-themed festival of Christmas, will take place over a three-day period this year 
from Friday evening, December 2 through Sunday, December 4.  
 
The new Friday night “Julefest” will take place in a heated tent that is double the size of last year's and will feature a food 
experience hosted by The New Scenic Cafe and special “Julebiers” brewed by Castle Danger Brewery.  A special 
children's menu will be available along with activities for children.  A silent auction will be on going. Tickets need to be 
purchased in advance. 
 
The number of huts in the Julebyen marketplace will increase by three to a total of 20. Each will display the wares of 
artisans selected by a juried process.  A new sound system will keep festivalgoers aware of all entertainment and 
children's activities taking place throughout festival grounds and in the food and gift bazaar areas. 
 
The biggest attraction for many families, the live nativity complete with animals, will take place on Sunday at 11 AM. 
The Knife River Lutheran Church sponsors it. 
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Also new this year is the chance to take a six mile round trip train ride on Saturday to "Troll Canyon" for a glimpse of the 
grouchy troll that has been living under the Troll Canyon bridge this winter.  The train, which is provided by the North 
Shore Scenic Railroad, also takes festival goers from Duluth to Knife River and return on Saturday. 
 
Julebyen is free to the public. There is a charge for the annual Knife River area Tour of Homes that also takes place 
Saturday of Julebyen weekend.  For a complete list of Julebyen activities and events, times, schedules and fares, go to 
Julebyen.us. 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT (YTD thru October 23, 2016) 
 
Actual vs Budget Summary     Actual   Budget  Difference 
Income     91,159.64  82,614.69   8,544.95 
Expenses    78,555.81  85,714.20  −7,158.39 
Net Income             12,603.83  −3,099.51 15,703.34 
 
Fund Balances and Activity    Balance       In     Activity   Out 
General Operations Fund     9,992.86   77,727.64   77,621.75 
Capital Improvement Fund     6,991.67        350.00            0.00 
Mortgage Fund       3,609.39   11,777.00   16,920.00 
Memorial Restricted Fund     2,275.28        340.00        678.25 
Memorial Unrestricted Fund     2,756.49        965.00           0.00 
Reserve Fund       5,000.00          0.00          0.00 
TOTALS     30,625.69  91,159.64   95,220.00 
 
Thrivent Mortgage Balance 16,075.50  Payoff  in 19 Months 

 
COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS     
 
1 - Norton Johnson   24 – Austin Magnuson                               
8 - Sophia Carlson     25 - Jan Bergman                             
9 - Chris Skadberg   27 - David Jackson                                     
10 - Susanne Schuler   29 - Callyn Bailey 
12 - Bobbie Mattson   30 - Samantha Anderson 
14 - Lyle Jackson    
18 - Randy Ellestad   
21 - Dorothy Peterson    
 
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES    
 
1 - Melanie & John McMillion      
4 - Kathy & Sam Black     
8 - Ella & Lyle Jackson  

NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
 
SUNDAY     GREETERS/USHERS      LECTOR  OFFERING COUNTERS 
Nov. 6  Deb & Jim Allert  Sue Hubbartt  Lisa Anderson & Carmen Smith 
Nov. 13  Scott & Sharon Shelerud Paul von Goertz  Scott & Anne Jasperson 
Nov. 20  Del & Sue Hubbartt  Scott Shelerud  Scott & Sharon Shelerud 
Nov. 27  Del & Sue Hubbartt  Mary von Goertz Kay & Paul Struve 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT FOR NOVEMBER – Bjorn Ojard 
ALTAR GUILD  - Julie Stewart 
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SUNDAY FLOWERS   COFFEE  CHILDREN’S CHURCH   
Nov. 6  Jim & Lee Bujold     Randi Alreck & Anne Jasperson 
Nov. 13  Susanne Schuler  Dawn Bendiske & Nikki Ojard & Mary von Goertz 

Dale Davidson    
Nov. 20  DeWayne & Maurine Rubedor    Carmen Beardsley & Bobbie Mattson   
Nov. 27  Jackson Family   Advent Graze & Gild Sheri Gray & Mary von Goertz 
 
 
FROM LYLE’S DESK  
 
God bless our native land; firm may it ever stand through storm and night. 
When wild tempest rave, Ruler of wind and wave, do thou out country save by thy great might. 
 
When we ask God for a blessing, we feel we are offering something good --- something, at least in our opinions --- that is 
worthy of being presented to God. 
 
Here is my question as we go to the polls throughout our nation. We sing “God Bless America” and “Praise God from 
Whom All Blessings Flow. What are we doing as a nation and as a church to merit the blessing we ask of God? 
 
In speaking to a crowd, Jesus tells them: “Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” Later, having chastised the leaders, he 
turns to those that are gathered an offers to take upon himself some of life’s burdens of those who follow him. 
 
Note, he does not say that in following him, we have no burdens; his promise is to take some of the burden off our shoulders 
and place it upon his own, 
 
This is a story about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.  There was an important job to be 
done and Everybody was asked to do it.  Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.  Anybody could have done it, but 
Nobody did it.  Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it 
but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done! 
 
It is not that Jesus invites us to a life of ease. Following him will be full of risks and challenges, as he has made abundantly 
clear. He calls us to a life of humble service, but it is a life of freedom and joy instead of slavery. It is life yoked to Jesus 
under God’s gracious and merciful reign, free from the burden of sin and the need to prove oneself, free to rest deeply and 
securely in God’s grace. 
 
So, again, the question: What are we doing as a nation and as a church to merit the blessing we ask of God? 

French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, after visiting America in 1831, said: “I sought for the greatness of the United States in 
her commodious harbors, her ample rivers, her fertile fields, and boundless forests—and it was not there. I sought for it in 
her rich mines, her vast world commerce, her public school system, and in her institutions of higher learning—and it was 
not there. I looked for it in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution—and it was not there. Not until I went 
into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and 
power. America is great because America is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great!”  

We are open each Sunday this month.  Love to see you. 

Lyle Northey 
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Food for Christian Thought 
I may never see tomorrow; there is no written guarantee. 
And things that happened yesterday belong to history. 
I cannot predict the future, I cannot change the past,  
I have just the present moment, I must treat it as my last. 
 
I must use this moment wisely, for it will soon pass away. 
And be lost to me forever, as part of yesterday. 
I must exercise compassion, help the fallen to their feet. 
Be a friend unto the friendless, make an empty life complete. 
 
The unkind things I do today may never be undone. 
And friendships that I fail to win, may never more be won. 
I may not have another chance on bended knee to pray. 
And thank God with humble heart, for giving me this day. 
                              
And Another 
Four things you can never recover: 
 The stone --- after the throw. 
 The word --- after it is said. 
 The occasion --- after the loss. 
 The time --- after it’s gone. 
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CHURCH MOUSE 

Thank You! 

Jim Allert has been our social media and marketing guy for quite a while. Over the years, Jim has established a website 
for Knife River Lutheran along with a Facebook page. He was instrumental in getting our membership directories done 
and has assisted in designing posters and flyers for many KRLC events. Thank you for all you’ve done, Jim! We welcome 
Bjorn Ojard to the role of website content manager (big title/no pay)! If you have informational suggestions for our 
website, pass them along to Bjorn or Pastor Susan. 

God’s Work/Our Hands weekend turned into a bit of an ongoing project! Thank you to Scott Jasperson and helpers for 
tackling the “To Do” list at the Knife River Rec Center playground. The playground looks great and continues to get daily 
use! 

Bill Berg and Paul Struve deserve a huge thank you for tackling the “Honey Do” list at the church. Thanks to their 
diligence, the church’s sump pump is in great working order! 

The KRLC Quilters offer a heartfelt thank you to the Church Council for an appropriation to support Wednesday 
morning’s quilt making for Lutheran World Relief, and confirmations and baptisms within our community. The Quilters 
also thank Maureen & DeWayne Rubedor for their cash donation, Dawn Bendiske for her winning bid on the silent quilt 
auction and to Anne Skadberg for her generous donation of quilting fabric. All are welcome to quilt on Wednesday 
mornings from 9-Noon. No experience necessary! 

Thank you to Worship Leader Lyle Northey on Sunday, October 9th! Your message “Christ Be Our Light” was 
inspirational and timely! 

Volunteer Opportunities!  

We all have many gifts to share and there is a lot going on in our little church on the North Shore!  We are, after all, “The 
Heart of the Community”! Many hands make light work and we need you! We are especially delighted in all of the new 
faces we see in church and always welcome newcomers, whether seasonal or year-round residents! What follows is a 
recap of opportunities to engage with KRLC! 

The Church Mouse has heard that there is a new women’s chorus starting at KRLC! Stay tuned for more information from 
Miss Benchey (aka Carol Ojard Carlson), and ask about other musical opportunities! 

We love our Sunday Fellowship following worship on Sunday mornings. That means we need servers! The church 
provides coffee and tea (donations are always appreciated) - the rest is up to our volunteers. Whether store-bought or 
homemade, all treats are appreciated! If you are new to serving, partner up with a seasoned veteran and learn the ropes of 
making coffee, tea and set-up. It is a cinch! Sign up sheet is in the gathering area! 

 KRLC offers weekly opportunities to sponsor altar flowers. Sign up in the gathering area and commemorate a special 
event in your life, a special person or a group that inspires you! You also receive one of the bouquets to grace your home. 
See Sue Hubbartt for more information! 

Would you like to serve as a lector? Lyle & Trish Northey set up a quarterly schedule and would love to include you on 
the calendar. 

Homebound Ministry reaches out to church family members that might be recuperating at home or staying in short/long 
term care. See Pastor Susan and volunteer to spread good cheer through visits, emails, cards and/or phone calls. 
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CHURCH MOUSE (cont.) 

The Altar Committee is a month-long commitment so you might like to sign up with a friend. Responsibilities include 
weekly worship preparation; proper liturgical coverings for the altar and lectern, candle care, banners which coordinate 
with the liturgical calendar, and communion set-up. Additional information (and training) is available from Mary von 
Goertz mvongoertz@yahoo.com 834-5907 or Delores Jackson: dj271@live.com 834 2004. 

Children’s Church Recruiting Officers, Larry Burkhard and Mary von Goertz always welcome additional teachers. This is 
a very fun job that includes an easy to use curriculum and teaching materials. Teachers work in pairs and take the children 
downstairs after “Kids Talk” for an activity, song and prayer. Everyone returns in time for communion. All teachers must 
fill out paperwork for a background check (paperwork available from Melanie McMillion).  

 Live Nativity Needs Little Folk!  Julebyen is right around the corner and we will once again be performing the live 
nativity on Sunday, December 4th from 10:30-11 AM.  If your child or grandchild is interested in taking part, please let 
Nicole Ojard know by October 31st.  The more the merrier! 

The Knife River Ringers, our bell ringers, are starting a beginners group to learn all about bell ringing! Under the able and 
patient leadership of Sam Black, you are invited to volunteer and become part of the next generation of bell ringers! 

Browse through your recipe box and pick out your favorite Scandinavian recipes  (but not necessarily holiday) for the 
Julebyen cookbook, an additional fund raising aspect for this year’s celebration.  Send them via email 
to: Julebyenfoods@gmail.com 

Happy Thanksgiving To All in Our Extended Knife River Community! 
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