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 “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in His love. I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” We have heard these 
words so many ]mes and because of that, some]mes these familiar passages just 
roll off of us. 

To abide means  to stay; to remain; to con.nue in place; to endure; 
to remain firm.  

Joy in this Gospel usually means to rejoice or delight in our salva]on through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

So if we take that into account…Let’s see what it says: 

 “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; endure in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will remain firm or stay in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain firm in His Love. I have said these things to 
you so that my delight in your salva]on may be in you, and that your delight in 
your salva]on may be complete.”  

Suddenly the whole thing appears to be very personal. We are to remain 
dedicated and constant in our love for God and we are to live in a state of delight.  

We are to be an unending example of the love of God, as shown in Jesus Christ, 
and that we must allow ourselves to be saturated with this Godly love. How do we 
even know what this kind of love looks like?  

If we look to Christ what we observe is a wondrous love that is concerned about 
others; allowing genuine space for others to be; and offered without reserva]on. 
It is a love that can only be perfected over a life]me of living and prac]cing. 

The passage from Acts gives us a glimpse of how we begin to cul]vate that love… 

First though, we have to back up a licle so that the whole story fits together… 

In the beginning of Acts, Chapter 10, we meet Cornelius, who is a Roman army 
officer. He is a devout man who feared and loved God. Although he was not a Jew; 
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he prac]ced acts of Jewish piety like almsgiving, prayer, and generosity to others. 
An angel appears to him and tells him that God has heard his prayers and that he 
is to send for a man called Peter who is staying with Simon the tanner in Joppa.  

In the mean]me, Peter also has a vision that the heavens open and a great sheet 
like object is lowered to the ground. It is filled with all kinds of birds, four footed 
creatures, and rep]les. A voice tells Peter to kill and eat. Peter is appalled and 
replies that he has never eaten anything profane or unclean. This ac]on happens 
three ]mes and each ]me Peter replies the same. 

Then Cornelius’ men arrive and Peter welcomes them, gives them lodging, and 
leaves with them the next day to go to Cornelius’ home. As the story unfolds, 
Peter begins to realize that this visit is a part of the divine revela]on. And the 
nature of that revela]on has to do with Peter understanding the full spectrum of 
salva]on. He is to understand that while salva]on was a gig from God to the Jews, 
it also includes foreigners and they are to be included in the new Israel of God.  

God’s love is made crystal clear. What God requires of Peter and will require of 
Peter is that Peter is to abide. He is to remain constant in the delight in the 
salva]on of the Lord and that he is to be the one to take that news to Jerusalem. 
Peter begins to realize that God shows no favori]sm and that God does not 
discriminate. God is a God of jus]ce and mercy.  

What we hear, in the book of Acts, tells us clearly that this Chris]an work, that this 
ministry we have before us is to imitate God and therefore we are to be in a 
ministry of extravagance and generosity. We are to adopt full inclusion and to be 
willing to share the table; Not only that but we are to also accept hospitality; And 
we are to listen to and treasure others’ stories. Our ministry is to be that we abide 
in God’s love and that we tell the story of salva]on so that as we grow in faith and 
ministry, we will live without fear. We are to remain steadfast in the love of God; 
and we are to imitate Peter and Cornelius. 

We are to find great delight and joy in the salva]on of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we are to share that love and joy. As we lean into this commandment, we are to 
do it without fear, and it is clear that this is what makes us the church…so, let’s 
make that so…Amen?
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