
MINI WORSHIP, IN PLACE OF SUNDAY, MARCH 29 , 2020 

THE FIFITH SUNDAY OF LENT  

WELCOME- Welcome, and peace to you in the name of Christ, our Savior and Lord.  This 
podcast is being recorded on Thursday, March 26, and so we are able to do so from our 
beloved sanctuary.  In compliance with the Governor’s orders, I will from this time be entirely 
working from home for the next two weeks, and so our next podcasts will be recorded in that 
setting.  Check your email, our church website or church facebook site to see this simple 
worship bulletin order in print form.  

SCRIPTURE:    John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary 
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, 
‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, 
because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is 
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 
him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, 
‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, 
‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, 
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 



moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus 
began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 
‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 
that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, 
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 

SERMON 

PRAYER (from our Bishop) 

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new 
uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are 
currently sick or in isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, 
especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how 
best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give 
us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, 
trusting that you abide with us always, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

=================================================================================
==== 

ANOUNCEMENTS 

KNIFE RIVER PRAYER LIST: 

In need of healing:   Veronica Persons, Susan Anderson, Elsa Keeler,  Becca Kuechle, Les Bolen, 
Corrinne Sutherland, Fred Wright, Reid Carson, Kayla Davidson,  Archie Moore,  Pastor John 
Reppe,   Gary Swanson, Faith Swanson, Seth Goodnature, Pat Hovis, John Wojciuk, Audrey 
Goplin , Jerry Anderson 

Grieving: Dustin and Penny Campana, for baby Cooper (Dustin is the brother of Amber 
Campana Chrysler; she and her husband, Tyler Chrysler, joined our church, but moved to the 
Iron Range several years ago) 

Serving in military abroad: Austin Morreau,  Britton Harris 



Long Term Concerns    Sue Sigel, Laurie Jackson, DeWayne and Maurine Rubedor, Jason Russo 
and family,  David Pierce,  Jan Moon, Pat Hanson, Pat Levenske, Dani Mattson,  Lyle Northey, 
Leif Zmolek, Kane Bolen, Aspen Winbigler, Deb Allert 

============================================================================== 

NO SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH BUILDING THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, 9:00 AM-Lectio Divina/Dig Deeper online meeting 

Wednesday—look for midweek devotion/announcements 

Saturday/Sunday—look for mini-worship podcast, posted and emailed Saturday. 

=================================================================================
=== 

REMEMBER THE HUNGRY 

March is Food Share month for local food shelves, with gifts matched by state corporations. 
Please remember to donate food or money to our Food shelf.  
=================================================================================
==== 

LSS LUNCHEON 

Lutheran Social Services luncheon that supports the youth. 
If you would like to attend this luncheon on May 7th, please let Sharon 
Shelerud, sharonmn@aol.com, know.  This is a fun event at Greysolon Ballroom that supports 
a great cause. We will meet at Church at 10:45 to car pool.  Check in is at 11:30, with lunch 
served at noon.  The event is free. Donations are accepted for helping youth reach their 
potential. 

=================================================================================
==== 

COVID-19 COMMUNITY EFFORTS..UPDATE FROM DR. ANNE SKADBERG 

If people have questions about symptoms, and aren't able to readily access that information 
from their own provider, I am happy to try to help them.  phone 834-5901 or 340-6485. 

If people become ill, and therefore shouldn't leave their homes, and are in need of supplies/
groceries contact Laura Stone and she will coordinate with others who have offered to help, 
obtaining those supplies and getting them to the people.  834-4916.   

Additional note from Pastor:  David and Linda Grong can also get groceries or supplies, 
507-828-9611 

OFFERINGS 

Please remember to continue to support the church through your mailed in offerings!  P.O. 
Box 218, Knife River, MN 55609 

WHO ARE WE MISSING? 

We are attempting to cast our net wide in sending out these emails, along with postings on 
Facebook and our church website.  Additionally, we are sending snail mail copies to those who 

mailto:sharonmn@aol.com


are without online resources.  If you know of someone we are missing, please let us know, so 
we may include them too!  


