
MIDWEEK DEVOTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JULY 8, 2020 

DEVOTION                       In Need of Rain? 

Over the next few weeks, our Sunday lessons feature parables of Jesus from the Gospel of 
Matthew, often built around agricultural images. We will discover Jesus creating metaphors that 
compare our lives to types of gardeners or to seeds or to soil.  This is the ideal season, of course, 
for such comparisons to come before us, as many of us are engaged in gardening.  And whether 
or not we are gardeners, just as Jesus did 2000 years ago, we may be tempted to draw our own 
metaphors and possibly parables from the condition of the land around us right now ---we are 
desperately dry!   Our area is around 6 inches short on moisture for the year, and it shows.  Grass 
is brown and crunchy, some trees and bushes are struggling, and if we have gardens, we are 
watering them frequently.  On days when rainfall is a possibility, I find myself repeatedly 
checking the radar, hoping that one of the pop-up storms that develop will come our way.  More 
often than not, they miss us.  And if they do hit us, we typically receive 1/10 of an inch of rain or 
less. Barely enough to soften up the ground a little and leave moisture for the top level of soil.   
It’s discouraging.  And we see the harm being done.  And it’s out of our control.  And if that isn’t 
the perfect metaphor or parable for these times in which we live, what is? 

Gerald Manley Hopkins was a poet and a Jesuit priest, living in the 1800s in Great Britain, and 
he is one of my favorite poets.  He is not afraid of arguing with God in his poetry, and one of his 
works begins:   

“Thou art indeed just, Lord, if I contend 

With thee; but, sir, so what I plead is just. 

Why do sinners’ ways prosper? and why must 

Disappointment all I endeavour end?”  

We could likely echo his sentiments.  God is indeed good and just, but the world is not, and we 
have just cause for our complaints.  Like Hopkins, we experience frustration over the inequalities 
of how the people of our world are faring right now, often not in correlation with the quality of 
their characters or efforts.   And we are likely repeatedly disappointed over how our various 
endeavors are thwarted, derailed, or ending.  The ground around us is dry and hard; we need 
moisture to thrive.   The poet ends this poem with the poignant plea:  “Mine, O thou lord of life, 
send my roots rain.”     Sometimes we just really need God to water the soil in which we are 
struggling to grow.  

This poem reminds me of the profound story of Jacob, wrestling through the night with God in 
the form of an angel, refusing to give up and pleading:  “Bless me, bless me!”   We may well be 
in a life season that reflects the quality of the ground around us; dry, brittle, in need of rain, in 
need of blessing and encouragement.  If so, there is no shame in acknowledging that honestly 
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and lifting up that prayer to God with some intensity, as both Gerald Manley Hopkins and Jacob 
have done before us.  We can find encouragement in that story of Jacob; the angel does indeed 
bless him before their wrestling match concludes.  And Jacob leaves a changed man, and 
essentially fathers the nation of Israel through his 12 sons.  Even dry ground, given needed 
moisture and blessing, can go on to produce a rich harvest.  We trust the same is true for us!  In 
most of the agricultural parables Jesus tells, one of the remarkable features is the great harvest 
that can come from small beginnings.   Together, we pray for rain for our thirsty land, for 
blessings for our thirsting souls, and look to be a part of that harvest for God’s glory and our 
neighbor’s good.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

KNIFE RIVER PRAYER LIST: 

In need of healing:   Veronica Persons, Susan Anderson, Elsa Keeler,  Becca Kuechle, Les Bolen, 
Corrinne Sutherland, Fred Wright, Reid Carson, Kayla Davidson,  Archie Moore,  Pastor John 
Reppe,   Gary Swanson, Faith Swanson, Seth Goodnature, Pat Hovis,  Audrey Goplin ,  Sarah 
Monaghan,  Emily Coolidge, Melyssa Bloom,  Deb Allert 

Grieving: the family and friends of Gloria Russo 

Special circumstances: Jacques Basson (Anne Lu’s brother, who is working with Covid-19 
patients in Dubai.) 

Serving in military abroad: Austin Morreau 

Long Term Concerns:  Sue Sigel, Laurie Jackson, DeWayne and Maurine Rubedor,   David 
Pierce,  Jan Moon, Pat Hanson, Pat Levenske, Dani Mattson,  Lyle Northey, Leif Zmolek, Kane 
Bolen, Aspen Winbigler, 

=================================================================== 
SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, July 8-Midweek Devotion and announcements sent out 

                           6 PM-Online Zoom fellowship 

Sunday, July 12-Online worship service 

                       2:30 PM-Bells rehearse in lower level 

Monday, July 13-6:30 PM-W/ELCA meets online 

Tuesday,  July 14- 9:00 AM-Lectio Divina/Dig Deeper meets online 

Wednesday, July 15-Midweek Devotion and announcements sent out 

                          10 AM-Online Zoom fellowship 

     ================================================================== 
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MASK MESSAGE FROM JOANIE LEE  

We continue to make masks, and realize that masks wear out from wearing and washing. Please 
don’t hesitate to ask for replacements. We have plenty. Contact at joanielee14@gmail.com. 

===================================================================== 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME:  July-Sept copies are available.  Email Melanie your mailing address 
and whether you prefer regular print or large print! 

===================================================================== 

OFFERINGS 

Please check the church newsletter for a financial update, and remember the importance of  
supporting the church through your mailed in offerings!  P.O. Box 218, Knife River, MN  55609 

===================================================================== 

WHO ARE WE MISSING? 

We are attempting to cast our net wide in sending out these emails, along with postings on 
Facebook and our church website.  Additionally, we are sending snail mail copies to those who 
are without online resources.  If you know of someone we are missing, please let us know, so we 
may include them too!  

===================================================================== 

2020 VLM Bluegrass Festival Church Basket Challenge 

Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry Camp and Family Resources (Camp Vermilion/Camp Hiawatha/
VBS staff/Canoe Country) canceled Summer 2020 programming due to COVId-19.  VLM 
fundraising efforts are continuing this summer including the Blue Grass Festival Basket Raffle.  
KRLC has been challenged to donate a Bluegrass Festival Basket of fun filled items, which will 
bring in many raffle bids for this July 2020 fundraiser.  Please join in the fun by donating funds 
and/or items for a uniquely Knife River Basket.  Starting with a Bluegrass CD by Knife’s own 
Jimmy Madison, let’s fill it with items/gift certificates from local vendors and artists.   Ideas? 

 If you would like to contribute to this effort you may indicate a VLM-contribution on a check or 
offering envelope to Knife River Lutheran Church OR you may wish to obtain an item to be 
included in the basket.  Randi Alreck is coordinating the basket project Contact her at 
218-349-3788 or randi.alreck@gmail.com .  Items are needed by July 10. 

If KRLC’s Basket brings in the highest bid, there will more fun for us at Camp in 2021!  

 3

mailto:joanielee14@gmail.com.
mailto:randi.alreck@gmail.com

