
KNIFE RIVER LUTHERAN CHURCH  

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP                                              DECEMBER 25, 2020 

SERVICE ORDER 

Ringing of the Church Bell           Paul von Goertz 

Call to worship:  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      Knife River Ringers 

Welcome and Announcements 

Wreath Lighting:  the Christmas Candle      The Gab family 

Opening Hymn: “Good Christian Friends Rejoice”  # 288 

Youth Talk    Deb Allert 

Children’s Hymn:  “Away in a Manger”, #277, vs. 1,2      

Lesson: Luke 2:1-20 

2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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Special music:   “Let Heaven and Nature Sing”        Virtual Joyful Noise Choir 

Sermon 

Hymn:   #295        “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”, vs. 1, 2, and 4.   

Prayer: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of glory, you bring your word to birth among us. As you spoke through prophets and 
ancestors, empower your church to proclaim your name with boldness and tenderness, that your 
salvation is revealed to all the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy,  Hear our prayer.  

You founded the earth and the heavens are the work of your hands. Protect the beauty of 
mountains and valleys. Save glaciers, tundra, and arctic lands from the threat of changing 
climates. Sustain all things by your powerful word. Lord, in Your mercy,  Hear our prayer.  

You send messengers to announce peace. Build trust among nations. Strengthen relationships 
that reach beyond borders. Grant safety to ambassadors, relief workers, military personnel, and 
health care providers who travel across the world. Reveal your redemption through their work. 
Lord, in Your mercy,  Hear our prayer.  

You bring hope to all people. Bring wholeness to all who long for your comfort and 
companionship. Revive aching spirits and restore tired bodies. Bring healing and wholeness to 
all who long for mercy, especially those on our prayer list and those we name now in our 
hearts….. Lord, in Your mercy,         Hear our prayer.  

You are the fullness of grace and truth. Bless ministries of generosity in this congregation and 
community. Open our doors in welcome, extend our tables to guests, and send us out with 
provisions for those who lack food, water, shelter, clothing, or companionship. Lord, in Your 
mercy, Hear our prayer.  

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to 
you, in the name of Jesus.    Amen.  

Benediction 

Closing hymn   “I Saw Three Ships”           Knife River Ringers 

===================================================================== 

WORSHIP LEADERS 

Pastor Susan Berge             Youth Talk: Deb Allert          Church Musician:  Carol Carlson        
Lector: Steve Carlson                                                  Additional  Recording: Steve Carlson 
Wreath Family:  The Gab family                                            Videographer : Scott Shelerud 
Knife River Ringers; Sam Black, director                    Virtual choir coordinator:  Jim Allert 
           Church Bell Ringer: Paul von Goertz 
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OPPORTUNITES THIS WEEK  

Friday, Dec. 25-Virtual Worship for Christmas Day morning!  

Sunday, Dec. 27-Synodwide Virtual Worship service, link to be sent 

Tuesday, Dec. 29-Lectio Divina/Dig Deeper virtual 

Wednesday, Dec. 30-Midweek devotions and announcements sent 

===================================================================  

TWO SPECIAL SERVICES TO ENJOY  

The Community Advent Service, sponsored by the Two Harbors Ministerial Association, has 
been created virtually and posted online.  Music and readers from many community churches, 
including our own, are included in this festive service.  You may find the link in the email you 
received or on our website or Facebook page.    

“In the Bleak Midwinter” service, our own evening service of Scripture, prayer, and music was 
posted on Wednesday, Dec. 16.  This serene and inspiring service will be balm for our souls!  
Again, the link will be included in emails, as well as on our website and Facebook page.  

==================================================================== 

KNIFE RIVER PRAYER LIST: 

In need of healing:   Veronica Persons, Susan Anderson, Elsa Keeler,  Becca Kuechle, Les Bolen, 
Fred Wright, Reid Carson, Kayla Davidson,  Archie Moore,  Pastor John Reppe,   Gary Swanson, 
Faith Swanson, Seth Goodnature, Pat Hovis,  Sarah Monaghan,  Melyssa Bloom, DeWayne and 
Maurine Rubedor , Emma Durward, Bill Crandall, Becket Lundgren, Ella Jackson, Miranda (and 
David ) Jackson, Blair Raycraft, Del Hubbartt, Susan Hubbartt, John Whaley, Phil Berge, Will 
Carlson Frankenstein, Harriet Dahl, Sara Ojard 

Special circumstances: Jacques Basson (Anne Lu’s brother, who is working with Covid-19 
patients in Dubai.) 

Long Term Concerns:  Sue Sigel, Laurie Jackson,    David Pierce,  Jan Moon, Pat Hanson, Pat 
Levenske, Dani Mattson,  Lyle Northey, Leif Zmolek, Kane Bolen, Aspen Winbigler, Deb Allert, 
Peggy B., Corine Sutherland 

================================================================ 

PASTOR ON VACATION 

Pastor Susan will be on vacation through January 2.  Please contact Lyle Northey for pastoral 
care support (primarily by telephone) or Melanie McMillion for administrative concerns.   

==================================================================== 
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NEW OPTION FOR ONLINE OFFERING –We are now offering the option to submit your 
weekly offerings online. Simply click on the link on the church's home page that states "NEW: 
Make online donation here via Subsplash" and watch for the link on upcoming YouTube 
videos. Make a one-time donation, or set up a recurring offering that allows you to support the 
church even when you're away. If you’ve decided to use Subsplash on a regular basis and WILL 
NOT NEED offering envelopes for 2021, please let Melanie know!! 

==================================================================== 

PHOTO REQUESTS FOR ONLINE WORSHIP    

We are asking people NOT to submit pictures of children without parents’ permission.  It is also 
important NOT to submit pictures from magazines, websites or sources that may be under 
copyright or ownership of others. Original photos preferred.  Thank you!! 

=================================================================== 

WHO ARE WE MISSING? 

We are attempting to cast our net wide in sending out these emails, along with postings on 
Facebook and our church website.  Additionally, we are sending snail mail copies to those who 
are without online resources.  If you know of someone we are missing, please let us know, so we 
may include them too!  

================================================================= 

MASK MESSAGE FROM JOANIE LEE   We continue to make masks, and realize that masks 
wear out from wearing and washing. Please don’t hesitate to ask for replacements. We have 
plenty. Contact at joanielee14@gmail.com 

A NEW MESSAGE FROM DR. ANNE SKADBERG: 

Merry Christmas! 

I am so grateful that there was not a post Thanksgiving spike in the COVID numbers!  Unlike the inn, our 
Duluth hospitals sOll have room and that’s the way we need to keep it!  I had to admit one of my paOents 
this week for an illness that turned out to be COVID.   She got it from a group event.  We need to 
conOnue to be wise and avoid group gatherings.  I know it is hard, but there is light at the end of the 
tunnel and again, cauOon now will facilitate more people geSng there.  Don’t be shy about being the 
one in your family to step up and say we shouldn’t gather this year as we tradiOonally do as that 
conOnues to be a prominent seSng for infecOon.   Masks will remain important.  I have been amazed 
that our clinic has seen almost no colds and other respiratory infecOons as we usually would this Ome of 
year.  It is starOng to gross me out to think about just how much of other peoples spit we used to ingest 
that the masks have blocked this year! 

Regarding the vaccine, I have had a lot of paOents feeling uneasy about taking something this new and 
rapidly developed.  My answer is that there will be millions of people vaccinated before your turn will 
come and if there is something bad, which I don’t think there will be, it will show up.  So don’t worry 
about it now and don’t make any decisions now, but rather we’ll see how vaccinaOon of the first wave 
goes.  If you are in the first wave we know that the COVID virus poses a lot of risk to you and we don’t 
think the vaccine poses significant risk, so the risk of not taking it seems greater than the risk of taking it.  
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In reality, how your body handles this vaccine is no different than how your body handles the RNA of a 
cold virus, and unlike a virus, the vaccine doesn’t contain the parts that can make you sick.  As always if 
you have quesOons please call me.  340-6485    

Have a Blessed Christmas and let’s have a new and improved 2021! 

Anne Skadberg 

A Great Big "Thank you!" to all those listed below, and to those we may have mistakenly 

omi<ed, for remembering your church this year-end. (DonaCons listed are through 12/18/2020) 

• To those who so generously donated and enabled the purchase of 12 Christmas gi`s for the 
elderly from our church: Carmen & David Smith (2); Dick & Sue Sigel (2); Anne-Lu & Steve Hovis; 
Steve & Carol Carlson; Laurie Jackson; Lisa & Bart Anderson; Pat & Bill Meyer; David & Linda 
Grong; Scoh & Sharon Shelerud; and Kay & Paul Struve. 

• To those who so generously donated to our church’s efforts in supporOng the SalvaOon Army Red 
Kehle challenge in honor and memory of John Safstrom: Joanne Alreck, L & J Beardsley, John & 
Melanie McMillion, Kay & Paul Struve, Mary Olin, Margaret Larson, Dave & Jo Ann Rosseher, 
Cindy & Steve Betzler, Randi Alreck, Lisa & Bart Anderson, Audrey Carlson, Michael & Nancy 
Dent, Lyle & Trish Northey, Gail Safstrom, Scoh & Sharon Shelerud, Robin & John Whaley, 
Delores Jackson, Bill Berg, Steve & Carol Carlson, Vicky & Bud Gorman, Lyle & Ella Jackson, Bill & 
Pat Meyer, Jan & Dennis Swanson, Tim & Beth Anderson, Lee & Jim Bujold, Laurie Jackson, Anne 
& Scoh Jasperson, Joann Lind, Rich & Nancy Ojard, Paul & Mary von Goertz, Jim & Debbie Allert, 
Lisa Horner, Ed Lee and Craig WhiOng. 

God's Barnyard Gi`s: 
A monetary gi` to God’s Barnyard in memory of Helen Richter was received from Bill & Pat Meyer. 
A gi` of two goats was received from Kay & Paul Struve. 
Gi`s of a piglet, a set of chicks and a rooster were received from Joanne Lind in memory of Norman Lind. 
A monetary gi` to God’s Barnyard in memory of Ron Jackson & Helen Swanson was received from 
Delores Jackson. 
A gi` of two goats, 2 sets of chicks and 2 roosters was received in memory of Terry Berg from Bill Berg. 
A gi` of 2 pairs of goats, 10 roosters and 1 piglet in memory of her dear husband John and in honor of 
her children and grandchildren was received from Gail Safstrom. 
A monetary gi` in honor of “Chief Master Sergeant Melanie” was received from Dick & Sue Sigel. 
Undesignated monetary gi`s to God’s Barnyard during the holiday season were received from Bill Berg, 
Phil & Susan Berge, John & Melanie McMillion, Lawrence Burkhard, Vicky & Bud Gorman, Lyle & Trish 
Northey, Tim & Beth Anderson, Del & Susan Hubbarh, and Paul & Mary von Goertz. 

Gi`s of Money: 

A donaOon designated to music ministry was received from Paul & Mary von Goertz.  
A special donaOon to the kitchen fund and to ELCA World Hunger from Linda and David Grong. 
A special donaOon to the general fund from the Sarah & Diane Friebe Charitable Fund. 
A special donaOon to the general fund from Alice Berry Johnson & John Johnson. 
A generous bequest from the Winterton Family Trust on behalf of Lary & Dot (Darlene) Winterton 
(daughter & son-in-law of Roy & Helen Mahson). 
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BEST CHRISTMAS EVER!  A special thank you to Kristy Pollard for serving as our Team Leader and 
coordinaOng our parOcipaOon in Best Christmas Ever!! 

The following purchased gi`s from the Amazon wishlist:  John & Melanie McMillion, Pat & Bill Meyer, 
Kay  & Steve Bloom, Vicky & Bud Gorman, Kay & Paul Struve, Carmen & David Smith, Michael & Nancy 
Dent, Phil & Susan Berge. 

Monetary donaOons were received from: Michael & Nancy Dent, Lyle & Trish Northey, Sharon & Scoh 
Shelerud, Robin & John Whaley, Steve & Carol Carlson, Paul & Mary von Goertz, Ed & Joanie Lee and Lee 
& Jim Bujold. 

Gi`s will be delivered to the deserving family on Sunday, Dec. 27.  An update with photos will follow!
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