
MIDWEEK DEVOTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS, MAY 27, 2020 

DEVOTION                  Responsibility 

It’s now been a little over a week since our Stay-At-Home order lapsed within the state of 
Minnesota.  I wasn’t sure if it would make much of a difference for my household and our 
activities, but it actually has done so.  We’ve taken a social distance hike with another couple, 
we’ve had a socially distanced outdoor picnic with family in Minneapolis, and we went, masked, 
into the Miller Hall Mall and Target on Memorial Day to run errands. Each of these activities 
happened only after considerable thought, sometimes rather painful thought. As a whole, 
experiencing this cautious expansion of our world has felt positive and the risk has seemed 
minimal.  But, having more options has also magnified our sense of personal responsibility for 
our actions, which has added another element of stress to our lives. 

While under the Stay-At-Home order, we primarily stayed at home or went to a wilderness area 
in our car.  We didn’t have to think about whether or not most other activities were possible, safe, 
wise, or prudent.  The decisions were mostly made for us.  In some ways, that was easy!  Now, 
the onus is upon us to make safe, wise, and prudent decisions, and that is much more difficult. 
It’s also a potential source for greater contention among people, as each one of us has a different 
place where we might draw our “line in the sand” in terms of what is permissible and what is not. 
But while we may feel frustration with those whose lines are drawn very differently from our 
own, in the final analysis, we can only be responsible for our own behavior.  I’ve heard this 
practice of letting go of controlling others and focusing on one’s own behavior described 
colorfully as either “just watching your own bobber” or “just staying in your own lane”.  
However we might think of it, it is likely the best approach to getting along right now while not 
abdicating the essential truth:  we are responsible for our behavior and choices, and our behavior 
and choices don’t only impact us, they impact those around us.   

Martin Luther lived during the time of the Bubonic plague, a far more deadly pestilence than our 
current experience, and he wrote these words  then which are surprisingly timely now:  

I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order 
not to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their 
death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I 
have done what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or 
the death of others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will 
go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor 
foolhardy and does not tempt God.” 

I appreciate how Luther combines trusting in God, praying for protection, and being responsible 
for acting prudently for the sake of others.  I think he is an excellent model for us right now!  If 
this pandemic proves anything, it’s that we are all connected and mutually impacted by other’s 
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actions.  As people of faith, our choices and actions should always seek to honor God and 
promote the well being of our neighbor, as well as our selves!   

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

PENTECOST CELEBRATION ON MAY 31 INCLUDES COMMUNION, BEGONIAS! AND 
A SEPARATE CHILDREN’S TIME FROM DEB ALLERT!  

*There will be an opportunity to celebrate Holy Communion virtually, within your home, on 
Pentecost, May 31.  We will likely continue such a monthly experience as long as our present 
situation continues. You will simply want to have some kind of bread/cracker at hand and 
something resembling wine/grape juice as well, along with small cups.  If you have no access to 
wine, grape juice, or something similar, you may also partake just of the bread/cracker and 
forego the wine/grape juice….there is a long tradition of only partaking of the bread element 
within some branches of Christendom, and it is perfectly appropriate. Hopefully families can 
participate in this service together, at least at this point, to receive Holy Communion(or to have a 
family member bless a young one who doesn’t yet receive Communion).  The Words of 
Institution will be spoken by Pastor within the service, we will pray the Lord’s Prayer, and time 
will be allowed for all of us to partake of the elements we have gathered for that purpose.  
Obviously, this is optional; if for any reason you aren’t comfortable doing this, omit this part of 
the virtual service.    

*There will be a special and separate Children’s Time for our younger ones, created by Deb and 
Jim Allert, and posted separately via our church website and Facebook page.   

*We plan to provide red begonias for pick up on Pentecost Sunday, as if we were meeting at 
church together.  The current plan is to leave the plants under the overhang on the church ramp 
by the main back door from 10 AM- 5 PM on May 31, being careful to socially distance should 
you be there at the same time as someone else.   

===================================================================== 

WORSHIP UPDATE 

 At the recommendation of our congregational Smart Team, our Council passed a resolution on 
May 20 continuing to suspend worship and church activities through the month of June.  This is 
done with deep regret, but the safety and well being of our congregational members is our top 
priority.  When we do begin to gather again, every precaution will be taken, and a virtual worship 
experience will also remain an option.  You should have received an email with a longer 
explanation of this on Thursday, May 21.  

================================================================== 

KNIFE RIVER PRAYER LIST: 
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In need of healing:   Veronica Persons, Susan Anderson, Elsa Keeler,  Becca Kuechle, Les Bolen, 
Corrinne Sutherland, Fred Wright, Reid Carson, Kayla Davidson,  Archie Moore,  Pastor John 
Reppe,   Gary Swanson, Faith Swanson, Seth Goodnature, Pat Hovis,  Audrey Goplin ,  Sarah 
Monaghan, Gloria Russo and family 

Special circumstances: Jacques Basson (Anne Lu’s brother, who is working with Covid-19 
patients in Dubai.) 

Grieving: the family and friends of Tom Healy 

Serving in military abroad: Austin Morreau,  Britton Harris 

Long Term Concerns:  Sue Sigel, Laurie Jackson, DeWayne and Maurine Rubedor,   David 
Pierce,  Jan Moon, Pat Hanson, Pat Levenske, Dani Mattson,  Lyle Northey, Leif Zmolek, Kane 
Bolen, Aspen Winbigler, Deb Allert 

=================================================================== 

NO SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH BUILDING THIS WEEK 

==================================================================== 

ONLINE THIS WEEK 

Wednesday, May 27-Midweek devotion and announcements sent out 

Sunday, May 31-Virtual Worship for Pentecost!  Wear red at home!  Participate in Holy 
Communion!  Pick up a begonia from church!  (See announcement above)     

                          10 AM-Smart Team meets online 

Tuesday, June 2-Lectio divina/Dig Deeper meets online at 9 AM                         
================================================================== 

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE----TECHNICAL GEEKS NEEDED! 

Our virtual worship services may need to continue for some time, and even when we may 
worship together corporately, some may choose not to, and we will want to continue some type 
of ongoing online worship.  If you might be interested in learning to record and/or edit these 
virtual worship services, we need you!  We hope to have a team of several people who can share 
this important and creative responsibility.  If curious, please contact Pastor Susan Berge or Scott 
Shelerud.  

================================================================== 

MASK MESSAGE FROM JOANIE LEE  

We have made and given away about 250 masks to friends, family and church family. We have 
also donated 250 more masks to Lake County Health and Human Services to be given to nursing 
homes, assisted living homes and social services. We continue to make masks and they are 
available to anyone wanting them. Contact Joanie Lee at 834-5596 or email 
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joanielee14@gmail.com. If you would like to help with mask making or have ¼ inch elastic to 
donate contact Joanie. 
===================================================================== 

OFFERINGS 

Please remember to continue to support the church through your mailed in offerings!  P.O. Box 
218, Knife River, MN 55609 

===================================================================== 

WHO ARE WE MISSING? 

We are attempting to cast our net wide in sending out these emails, along with postings on 
Facebook and our church website.  Additionally, we are sending snail mail copies to those who 
are without online resources.  If you know of someone we are missing, please let us know, so we 
may include them too! 
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https://mail.zitomedia.net/webmail/src/compose.php?send_to=joanielee14%2540gmail.com

