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FROM THE PASTOR            -       Why Easter Matters 
 
 
             One of my favorite things to do as a Pastor is to visit those who are shut-in and cannot make it to 
worship regularly.  Most of these people are elderly, and I love to hear their stories and reflect upon the 
remarkable history that their lives encompass.  We lost one of our oldest members last month, Evelyn Salakka, 
at age 95, and I know I will miss our monthly visits.   We do still have several members in their 90s, and I find 
that they have the wisdom and graciousness that we hope to discover in the elderly.  Of course, it goes without 
saying that in befriending those who are older, we are likely to find ourselves grieving their death sooner than 
most of our younger friends.  It’s also true, that the more we encounter death in those we love, the more we 
come to appreciate the importance of the resurrection-- of the Easter story. 
 When I was younger, I understood faith primarily in terms of how we live in the present, and there’s 
nothing wrong with that. Living out our faith in lives of praise and service is certainly at the heart of Christian 
discipleship. But, having lost not only many dear older parishioners, but also beloved family members, I have 
realized the importance of the empty tomb of Easter in a new way. Faith has not only a component relating to 
living in the present; it also points us to the new reality of life beyond death, of resurrected life.  This is where 
the empty tomb makes all the difference.  Christ’s resurrection points to the reality that good wins over evil, that 
love wins over hate, that life wins over death.  This is the faith of Easter people as we face mortality, our own 
and others.  It is a crucial element of our belief, and one that may become more important as we age and deal 
with death more often. The significance of Easter may be something that becomes more clear and powerful to 
us over time.  In fact, one seminary professor famously said, “I don’t believe we should even discuss the 
resurrection with anyone under the age of 25”—which may sound strange, but does recognize the truth that 
death and resurrection tend to figure more largely in our lives as we grow older.  
 Pastor and theologian Gerhard Frost has written about how his understanding of Easter changed from 
early childhood to later adulthood.  He wrote, “So with Easter. It was fun, as a child, to bound down the stairs to 
find seasonal sweet-treats under each plate, but again, with the passing of time, and the shadow of death over 
our broken family circle, I’ve seen Easter as highest necessity. If hope is to flourish, it had better be true.”  
Many of us can understand his words about how crucial the resurrection of Christ is.  So crucial, in fact, that we 
approach Easter each year through the solemnity of the Lenten season, the intensity of Holy Week, and the 
surprise fear and joy of the empty tomb.  It’s not enough to hear this story once; we need to ponder it, 
rediscover it, and find ourselves within it year after year after year. Like much of what we do in the church that 
involves regular ritual or repetition, it serves to remind us of what we need to be reminded---that Christ is 
raised.  That Love wins.  So much around us would say otherwise, that this annual festival of Easter is of great 
significance for the health of our souls.   
 Therefore, let me take this opportunity to encourage you to worship through this Easter season and the 
Holy Week that ushers it in.  Join us on Palm Sunday and wave a palm; grieve on Good Friday at the Tenebrae 
service; celebrate with joy on Easter morning.  Easter changes everything, but if it is to change us, we need to 
have opportunity to experience the story. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Susan 
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WORSHIP IN APRIL  
 

This month our focus is on Holy Week and the Easter season beyond it.  We will walk with Christ to the 
cross from His entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (April 9), through his death by crucifixion on 
Good Friday (April 14), and finally to the empty tomb on Easter morning (April 16).  The Easter season 
continues for 50 days until the festival of Pentecost, on June 4.   

 
Sunday, April 2 - the 5th Sunday in Lent. We will use a traditional service order and celebrate Holy 
 Communion at the altar.   
Sunday, April 9 - Palm Sunday. We’ll use a traditional worship format and receive communion by 
 intinction on this Palm Sunday, along with waving palms. Our children will sing, as will the choir. 
            A pancake breakfast follows, served by the men of the church. 
Friday, April 14 - Good Friday.  A service of Tenebrae will be held at 7 PM.  This service of shadows 
 chronicles the death of Christ on the cross. 
Sunday, April 16 - Easter Sunday.  Our traditional worship service will include Holy Communion by intinction  
 and festive music from bells, choir, piano, organ, and clarinet!   
Sunday, April 23 - A Sunday in Easter. We will use our We Are Called worship service this morning,  
 including Holy Communion by intinction and a time for  Healing Prayer and Anointing. 
Sunday, April 30 - A Sunday in Easter. We will worship using a traditional worship service as the month ends.  
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT (YTD thru February 28, 2017) 
 
Actual vs Budget Summary     Actual   Budget  Difference 
Income       16,370.41  17,433.77  −1,063.36 
Expenses      16,863.78 17,592.17  −   728.39 
Mortgage Principal Paid      6,398.56   1,570.64   4,827.92 
Net Income    − 6,891.93  −1,729.04 −5,162.89 
 
 
Fund Balances and Activity    Balance       In     Activity   Out 
General Operations Fund      5,332.20  14,840.41  20,455.56 
Capital Improvement Fund  12,190.83    1,010.00           0.00 
Mortgage Fund             0.00      485.00   2,781.70 
Memorial Restricted Fund    2,275.28          0.00          0.00 
Memorial Unrestricted Fund    2,971.49        35.00         0.00 
Reserve Fund      5,000.00           0.00          0.00 
Totals     27,589.80   16,370.41           23,237.26 
 
A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER:   The "Satisfaction of Mortgage" documents have been filed with the Lake County 
Recorder - I am waiting for the papers to return next step is the ceremonial cremation of the mortgage document - 
outdoors... of course!                    Michael Dent  
 

 
EASTER FLOWERS 
 
Please consider ordering flowers for Easter, to adorn our altar area.  They may be given in honor or memory of 
someone and cost $15.  Tulips, hyacinths, lilies, begonias, and chrysanthemums are available.  Fill out a form in 
the bulletin or call your order in to the church office or to Melanie McMillion.   
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FOOD SHELF BENEFIT CONCERT 
 
You are invited to the “Music to Feed the Soul” concert on Sunday, April 2, at United Church.  Local musicians 
of all ages will perform at this uplifting community event with proceeds supporting the local Food Shelf. 
  

 
LOCAL MISSION PROJECT FOR APRIL: WINDOWS FOR YOUTH CENTER 

(From the Lake County Chronicle) 

“The Neighbor to Neighbor Thrift Store, run by the Two Harbors Christian Ministerial Association, is adding a 
youth center on the top floor of its building. 

The room is actually the old Oddfellows hall, but soon will be home to an all–purpose rec center for area kids. 

“We thought if we could get this up and running, it would be a great place for youth,” said Pastor Jim Joseph, 
Neighbor to Neighbor’s General Manager.  “First thing we did was fix the fire escape, now we’re putting a 
furnace in on this level.  New windows are next and some plaster work.  Once the furnace is in, we hope to start 
using it right away.” 

Work should be completed by fall, as long as the center can raise $30,000 to pay for the renovations.  Anyone 
interested can drop off donations at Neighbor to Neighbor during business hours, or they mail a check to the 
store at 508 Seventh St., Two Harbors, MN 55616.” 

Area churches are being asked specifically to donate towards new windows for the building.  We will take a 
special offering during April for this worthy cause; the church will match up to $500 of donated funds from the 
congregation.  

W/ELCA MEETING IN APRIL  
 
This month we will meet on Tuesday, April 18 at 1 PM---still at our earlier time and one week later than our 
normal “second Tuesday of the month”, to accommodate the harp class/recital (see article elsewhere).  All 
women of the community are warmly invited to come and join us. 
 
W/ELCA SPRING GATHERING 
 
The Lake Superior Conference W/ELCA Spring Gathering will be held on Saturday, April 8 from 9 – 1:30 at 
First Lutheran Church in Duluth.  The Knife River Lutheran W/ELCA group is in charge of coffee for this 
year's Spring Gathering.  All women are welcome . . . this year's program looks fun . . . Lynn Gerlach-Collard, 
director of LSS Renaissance House for homeless youth and Street Outreach will be the guest speaker.  Lutheran 
Social Services IS changing lives!  Come hear the stories!  More information available on the kiosk in the 
narthex! 
 
TWO HARBORS COMMUNITY EASTER EGG HUNT 
 
This year’s Easter Egg Hunt is sponsored by Emmanuel Lutheran, Bethlehem Lutheran, and United Churches. It 
will take place on Saturday April 15 at 10:00 a.m. at Lakeview Park (by the pavilion). Activities will include an 
egg hunt, games, and a visit from the mysterious Easter Bunny. Children and families of all ages are welcome. 
Children over 8 will be enlisted to help younger children search for eggs. 
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COMMUNITY EASTERTIDE SERVICE 
 
A service of praise for the Resurrection will be held at Living Waters Church on Sunday evening, April 23rd , at 
7 PM.  This community service, sponsored by the Two Harbors Christian Ministerial Association, features 
Scriptures, prayers, and music contributed by the area churches.  A light reception follows.  All are invited!  

 
 
 

COMMUNITY BULLETIN BOARD 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 
1  Susan Southard     14 Christin Carlson 
2  Vicki Gorman      16  Lee Jensen Bujold    
6 JoLynn Bailey     17  Maria & Katianna Haselbauer  
 McKinley Carl     19 Deb Allert     
8 Paul vonGoertz     21   Alex Anderson 
10 Imogene Reppe     24  Dick Sigel     
11 Skip Bissell          28  Andrew Berge 
12         Marge Johnson      
 Connor Beardsley     
13 Bart Anderson 
 
APRIL ANNIVERSARIES  
 
12 Richard & Kathleen Mattson 
18 Dick & Susan Sigel 
 
 

APRIL VOLUNTEERS 
 
SUNDAY     GREETERS/USHERS       LECTOR  OFFERING COUNTERS 
April 2  Steve Carlson & Melanie McMillion Lisa Anderson  Scott & Sharon Shelerud 
April 9  Steve Carlson & Melanie McMillion Sue Sigel  Carmen Smith & Lisa Anderson 
April 16 Mary & Paul von Goertz  Sue Sigel  Melanie McMillion & Tami Magnuson 
April 23 Dawn Bendiske & Dale Davidson Dawn Bendiske  Scott & Anne Jasperson 
April 30 Dawn Bendiske & Dale Davidson Dale Davidson  Kay & Paul Struve 
 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANT FOR APRIL – Bjorn Ojard 
ALTAR GUILD FOR APRIL – Randi Alreck 
 
 
SUNDAY FLOWERS   COFFEE  CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
April 2  Maurine & DeWayne Rubedor Available  Sharon Shelerud & Anne Jasperson 
April 9  Carmen & Kyle Beardsley Palm Sun. Breakfast Mary von Goertz & Sharon Shelerud 
April 16 Easter Sunday   No coffee - Easter NO Children’s Church - Easter 
April 23 Dick & Susan Sigel  Dick & Susan Sigel Lawrence Burkhard & Nikki Ojard 
April 30 Available   Available  Susan Hubbartt & Bobbi Mattson 
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HARPIST CLASS AND CONCERT 
 
On April 11, Scottish harpist Allie Robertson will be at KRLC for an afternoon master class, and a concert that 
evening.  The master classes will be open to those who have studied harp with Georganne Hunter and will be 
held in the fellowship hall at the church from 3 – 5 pm.  The concert in the Sanctuary will be held at 7 pm.  
Admission charge for the concert will be $10 for adults and $8 for students. 
 
Allie Robertson, from Edinburgh, Scotland, is a musician in the broadest sense: arranger, teacher, improviser 
and harp virtuoso.  She has performed around the globe, and is recognized for her unique fusion of Scottish, 
Irish and contemporary styles.  She plays celtic harp with The Outside Track musical group.  The group is 
currently touring the US and Europe. 
 
GIFTS RECEIVED: 
 
A gift to the memorial fund in memory of Mark Rubedor was received from Scott & Anne Jasperson. 
Gifts to the memorial fund, both designated and undesignated, were received from the family and friends of  
    Donn Nelson. 
A gift to the memorial fund, in memory of Melanie’s brother, Butch Higdon, was received from Steve & Carol 
    Carlson. 
 
 

Terry Berg’s Celebration of Life May 6 
 

All members and friends of KRLC are invited to Terry Berg’s Celebration of Life Service on Saturday May 6 at 
First Lutheran Church in Duluth. Terry was diagnosed with breast cancer in 1993, and as a breast cancer 
survivor, lived a great life until moving to The Lord on December 7, 2016. Terry and Bill moved to Knife River in 
spring 2012, and everyone was attracted to her warm, infectious love. Her Celebration of Life at First Lutheran 
at 1100 W. Superior St. in Duluth begins with social time 10 AM to 11 AM, service at 11 AM (led by Pastor 
Susan), and lunch and story- telling at noon. The lunch will be made with wild rice hand-picked by Terry and 
Bill, and all dinnerware will be compostable—things that Terry and Bill wanted and believed in. Food from 
nature and the waste doing back to nature! Dessert bars will be supplied by the Berg family and Terry’s friends, 
so you folks are invited to bring a pan of bars, too.                          Bill Berg        
 
 
 
CHURCH MOUSE 
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
In March, we rejoiced to welcome the following new members to our Knife River Church family:  Kay Bloom, Helene 
Hedlund, Ed and Joanie Lee, Beth and Karl Johansson, Noel and Karen Walter.  We ask God to bless them as they 
participate with us in worship and service! 
 
ADDRESS FOR SUSANNE SCHULER 
Several have asked for an address for Susanne, who has moved to Alexandria and is currently staying with her daughter 
there. She will be recovering from heart valve surgery at a facility in Alexandria, and then moving into an apartment there. 
For now, her adddress is:          
              Susanne Schuler, in care of Julie Shafer 
             7241 Pospisil Drive S.W., Alexandria, MN  56308 
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THE SUNSHINE BOYS DINNER THEATER 
Saturday, April 22 at Two Harbors High School 5:00 PM 
Lake Superior Community Theater presents Neil Simon's hilarious “The Sunshine Boys” about two aging vaudeville 
actors who, for 43 years, were a part of a successful duo...but they hated each other.  Now, fourteen years after they broke 
up, a TV network wants to do a retrospective on vaudeville and they want The Sunshine Boys to perform their signature 
skit.  They both want to do it...but they hate each other.  
 
Experience has proven that this is community theater at its best!  Our extended KRLC family gets to enjoy a fellowship 
outing, support Community Partners annual fundraising dinner (usually catered by The Rustic Inn WITH pie), and support 
community theater!  Lee Bujold is coordinating dinner and theater ticket reservations. Watch for s sign-up sheet in the 
coffee area! All area residents are welcome to join in the fun! 
 
FOOD SHELF BENEFIT CONCERT 
You are warmly invited to the “Music to Feed the Soul” concert on Sunday, April 2, 3PM at United Church.  Local musicians 
of all ages will perform at this uplifting community event with proceeds supporting the Food Shelf. 
 
WELCA 
This lively women’s group meets monthly on the second Tuesday from September – May. (Third Tuesday in April, though!) 
Bible study is combined with great food and conversation. All are welcome! Laurie Jackson serves in April. The May potluck is at 
Delores Jackson’s home.  The WELCA Lake Superior Spring Gathering is on Saturday, April 8th at First Lutheran Church in Dulut  
See Pat Hanson for additional details including program and carpooling.  
 
CARING FOR EARTH/OUR COMMON HOME 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) MC CABE RENEWAL CENTER/DULUTH 
 
Pope Francis' encyclical letter Laudato Si’: On Care of Our Common Home will be the focus  
and inspiration for this day of input, dialogue and prayer.  Consideration will be given to the scientific, political, ethical and global 
dimensions of climate change.  We will ponder together our concern for creation and earth's inhabitants, especially the poor among 
God's people, as expressed in Laudato Si’.    
 
Facilitators:  Rev. William Christ, a retired Lutheran Pastor, corporate strategy implementation consultant, Benedictine Oblate of S  
Scholastica Monastery and a frequent lecturer for Global Minnesota's Great Decisions group on foreign affairs and global  
politics.  Sister Lois Eckes, OSB is a member of St. Scholastica Monastery. She is a lifelong lover of the earth and all 
its wonders. John Jereczek is a natural resource scientist with the MN Department of Natural Resources.  He has experience with 
climate change monitoring, planning and research.      $75 (lunch and refreshments included) 
 

GROWING THE KNIFE RIVER RINGERS 
Since late May, 1997, a group of bell ringers has gathered at Knife River Lutheran Church 

to look at handbell music and share a variety of music with the congregation at Knife River, 
and others in Two Harbors, Duluth, Morgan Park. This coming May we will celebrate 20 years 

of adding handbells to the life of Knife River Lutheran and friends. 
 

What can we all do to perpetuate the handbell presence around Knife River?  I would love to 
start a group of younger ringers(?), who might meet a couple of times each month to continue 

the momentum around this church. Are you interested?  Handbell ringing involves 
coordination, as well as music reading. Mostly, however, handbell ringing requires a 

commitment. When we rehearse, we must all be present. No one rings your bells except you. 
 

I would welcome any conversation, calls, texts, emails about this. We could find a rehearsal 
time that was compatible with your schedule, and we can work on basics and build skills to 

share on Sunday mornings. Mostly, I need YOU, so we might expand and continue the 
wonderful sound of handbells on a regular basis. 

 
Please contact me with your thoughts and/or interests. 

Sam Black  cooltune7@gmail.com OR   218. 830. 0876 
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