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FROM THE PASTOR                 The New Year and Finishing the Race 

In 2 Timothy 4:7, we read: “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”   I have always 
been drawn to this strong faith statement, and even more so when I learned that it was on the family tombstone in La 
Crescent, MN of my forebears, Frederick and Emily Burow.  Frederick and Emily were immigrants from Germany who 
created a life for themselves in difficult circumstances in the 1850s, including Frederick’s military service in the Civil 
War.  The couple worked the land as farmers and apple orchard growers, raised a family, donated land for the building of a 
rural church (which is still active today), finished the race, and  kept the faith.  I have always admired them for this. 

But although I believe that they lived through far more challenging times than I have, I fear  I have far less fortitude than 
they,  as 2020 comes to an end and the New Year of 2021 stretches before us.  I have heard a number of medical personnel 
urge us to continue to be vigilant and careful in regard to the Coronavirus pandemic, because the end is finally in sight---a 
vaccine is being distributed—we’re rounding the final corner into the finish line!  And yet, I find myself growing weary, 
even as that finish line can be seen.  This brings to mind physical education teachers in grade school years during track 
season.  I remember them yelling, “Don’t slow down until after you’ve crossed the finish line!”   

This is obviously wise advice from both phys-ed teachers and medical personnel, and it is Scripturally sound as well, as 
the verse from 2 Timothy demonstrates.  The race isn’t over until after we cross the finish line, and with the finish line in 
sight, we have all the more reason to keep running.  Which means continuing to mask, to socially distance, to be vigilant, 
to forego in-person gatherings we might otherwise have enjoyed, and so on.  It may have meant not having traditional get 
togethers for Christmas or New Year’s celebrations.  It means continuing to worship virtually for whatever time longer 
keeps us safe and healthy.  It means sorting through how/where/when/to whom those vaccines are distributed.  In all 
honesty, I’m finding it a significant challenge to finish the race strong; I’m just so ready for the race to be over that seeing 
the finish line mostly makes me want to sit down in place and wait for the finish line to come to me somehow!  Which 
obviously just isn’t going to happen! 

Friends in Christ, 2020 has been a year we will never forget. It has been historic, interesting, intense, and it has no doubt 
included blessings as well as burdens.  But most of us can’t wait for it to be over and done with, and we have set our 
hopes on a brighter 2021.  Unfortunately, simply turning to a new month and year on the calendar doesn’t mean we’ve 
crossed that finish line quite yet; January 1st won’t be the end of the faith and resilience that we all need to muster up from 
within and live out.  We have to keep running the race just a bit longer now, until after we actually cross that longed-for 
finish line, and until after we all cross it together, so that the health and safety of all is respected and maintained.  We are 
breathless and are legs are tired, but we must not give up now.  As saints before us for centuries and millennia have done, 
we must finish the race, we must keep the faith.  So here’s another Scriptural verse to remember when we find ourselves 
wanting to just give up and stop running:  “For I know the plans I have for you, say the Lord.  Plans to give you a hope 
and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)  God is already present in the future God has in store for us; we are in God’s hands, and 
those are good hands in which to be!   

In Christ, 
Pastor Susan Berge 
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JANUARY WORSHIP SERVICES 
The 12 Days of Christmas come to a close in January, so our worship begins with the final Sunday in the season of 
Christmas on January 3rd.  Then we move into the season of Epiphany, the season of revelation and light, which extends 
through mid-February.  All services are virtual.  

Sunday January 3- The Second Sunday of Christmas. Traditional service and our last chance to sing Christmas carols!  
Sunday, January 10-A Sunday after Epiphany.   Traditional service.  
Sunday, January 17-A Sunday after Epiphany. Traditional service with Holy Communion.   
Sunday, January 24-A Sunday after Epiphany. Traditional service.  
Sunday, January 31- A Sunday after Epiphany.  Traditional service.  

ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE 
Our Annual Meeting is usually held around the end of January or the beginning of February; our by-laws allow for it to be 
as late as the last Sunday in February, and this year we have decided to schedule it that way.  This allows us more time to 
put together a virtual Annual Meeting, organized by Jim Allert, for Sunday, February 28.  More information will be 
forthcoming in February, and we will likely have a practice session for those wanting one.  Take heart---our Synod pulled 
this off for the Annual Synod Assembly with over 300 people, no smarter than us, last August, so we can do it too!  
Reports for the Bulletin of Reports are accordingly not needed until February; those due dates will be publicized in the 
February newsletter.  

W/ELCA NEW YEAR’S MEETING 
With much sadness, we are postponing our Women’s Annual White Elephant Party this year; we just couldn’t imagine 
pulling it off successfully virtually!  However, we still would like to meet to visit, share in a New Year’s Devotion time, 
and perhaps drink a toast of whatever beverage deemed appropriate to 2021.  We’ll meet on Tuesday, January 12, at 6 PM; 
the link will be sent from Kay Bloom.  If you don’t receive the link regularly, please let Kay know you’d like to have it!  
Hopefully the White Elephant Party will simply happen later in the year.   

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR COLLEGE AND YOUTH ACTIVITIES! 
The Knife River Lutheran Church Endowment Fund has some limited scholarship monies available for college students 
who maintain a "C" average or above.  Presently, we are able to give awards of several hundred dollars per semester to 
assist with incidentals or book costs.  If you are interested in receiving a scholarship, please contact the Committee 
through Pastor Susan or Lawrence Burkhard, Endowment Committee Chair.  Scholarship requests can be done via mail 
(addressed to Pastor Susan at the Church) or via e-mail (kniferiverchurch@gmail.com). Each request needs to contain a 
formal written letter requesting the scholarship and a copy of your most recent grades transcript. (Note, if applying by e-
mail, the letter and transcripts should be attachments in either docx or pdf formats).  The deadline for submitting requests 
for the Fall semester if February 14, 2021.  Incomplete applications and applications received after the deadline will not 
be considered for scholarship awards.  We would like to utilize this marvelous resource, so please apply. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

4   Jim Bujold      
5   Bill Gorman      
     Anne Davies 
8   Karin Harris      
16 Sydney Pollard 
20  Sandy Holt        
24  Kyle Beardsley 
28  Courtney Anderson 
31  Richard Ojard 
      Laurie Peck 

A MESSAGE FROM DR. ANNE SKADBERG: 

Merry Christmas! 
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I am so grateful that there was not a post Thanksgiving spike in the COVID numbers!  Unlike the inn, our Duluth 
hospitals still have room and that’s the way we need to keep it!  I had to admit one of my patients this week for an illness 
that turned out to be COVID.   She got it from a group event.  We need to continue to be wise and avoid group gatherings.  
I know it is hard, but there is light at the end of the tunnel and again, caution now will facilitate more people getting there.  
Don’t be shy about being the one in your family to step up and say we shouldn’t gather this year as we traditionally do as 
that continues to be a prominent setting for infection.   Masks will remain important.  I have been amazed that our clinic 
has seen almost no colds and other respiratory infections as we usually would this time of year.  It is starting to gross me 
out to think about just how much of other peoples spit we used to ingest that the masks have blocked this year! 

Regarding the vaccine, I have had a lot of patients feeling uneasy about taking something this new and rapidly developed.  
My answer is that there will be millions of people vaccinated before your turn will come and if there is something bad, 
which I don’t think there will be, it will show up.  So don’t worry about it now and don’t make any decisions now, but 
rather we’ll see how vaccination of the first wave goes.  If you are in the first wave we know that the COVID virus poses 
a lot of risk to you and we don’t think the vaccine poses significant risk, so the risk of not taking it seems greater than the 
risk of taking it.  In reality, how your body handles this vaccine is no different than how your body handles the RNA of a 
cold virus, and unlike a virus, the vaccine doesn’t contain the parts that can make you sick.  As always if you have 
questions please call me.  340-6485    

Have a Blessed Christmas and let’s have a new and improved 2021! 
Anne Skadberg 

A Great Big "Thank you!" to all those listed below, and to those we may have mistakenly omitted, for 
remembering your church this year-end. (Donations listed are through 12/18/2020) 

• To those who so generously donated and enabled the purchase of 12 Christmas gifts for the elderly from our 
church: Carmen & David Smith (2); Dick & Sue Sigel (2); Anne-Lu & Steve Hovis; Steve & Carol Carlson; 
Laurie Jackson; Lisa & Bart Anderson; Pat & Bill Meyer; David & Linda Grong; Scott & Sharon Shelerud; and 
Kay & Paul Struve. 

• To those who so generously donated to our church’s efforts in supporting the Salvation Army Red Kettle 
challenge in honor and memory of John Safstrom: Joanne Alreck, L & J Beardsley, John & Melanie McMillion, 
Kay & Paul Struve, Mary Olin, Margaret Larson, Dave & Jo Ann Rossetter, Cindy & Steve Betzler, Randi Alreck, 
Lisa & Bart Anderson, Audrey Carlson, Michael & Nancy Dent, Lyle & Trish Northey, Gail Safstrom, Scott & 
Sharon Shelerud, Robin & John Whaley, Delores Jackson, Bill Berg, Steve & Carol Carlson, Vicky & Bud 
Gorman, Lyle & Ella Jackson, Bill & Pat Meyer, Jan & Dennis Swanson, Tim & Beth Anderson, Lee & Jim 
Bujold, Laurie Jackson, Anne & Scott Jasperson, Joann Lind, Rich & Nancy Ojard, Paul & Mary von Goertz, Jim 
& Debbie Allert, Lisa Horner, Ed Lee and Craig Whiting. 

GOD'S BARNYARD GIFTS: 

A monetary gift to God’s Barnyard in memory of Helen Richter was received from Bill & Pat Meyer. 
A gift of two goats was received from Kay & Paul Struve. 
Gifts of a piglet, a set of chicks and a rooster were received from Joanne Lind in memory of Norman Lind. 
A monetary gift to God’s Barnyard in memory of Ron Jackson & Helen Swanson was received from Delores Jackson. 
A gift of two goats, 2 sets of chicks and 2 roosters was received in memory of Terry Berg from Bill Berg. 
A gift of 2 pairs of goats, 10 roosters and 1 piglet in memory of her dear husband John and in honor of her children and 
grandchildren was received from Gail Safstrom. 
A monetary gift in honor of “Chief Master Sergeant Melanie” was received from Dick & Sue Sigel. 
Undesignated monetary gifts to God’s Barnyard during the holiday season were received from Bill Berg, Phil & Susan 
Berge, John & Melanie McMillion, Lawrence Burkhard, Vicky & Bud Gorman, Lyle & Trish Northey, Tim & Beth 
Anderson, Del & Susan Hubbartt, and Paul & Mary von Goertz. 

GIFTS OF MONEY: 

A donation designated to music ministry was received from Paul & Mary von Goertz.  
A special donation to the kitchen fund and to ELCA World Hunger from Linda and David Grong. 
A special donation to the general fund from the Sarah & Diane Friebe Charitable Fund. 
A special donation to the general fund from Alice Berry Johnson & John Johnson. 
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A generous bequest from the Winterton Family Trust on behalf of Lary & Dot (Darlene) Winterton (daughter & son-in-
law of Roy & Helen Mattson). 

BEST CHRISTMAS EVER!:  A special thank you to Kristy Pollard for serving as our Team Leader and coordinating our 
participation in Best Christmas Ever!! 

The following purchased gifts from the Amazon wishlist:  John & Melanie McMillion, Pat & Bill Meyer, Kay  & Steve 
Bloom, Vicky & Bud Gorman, Kay & Paul Struve, Carmen & David Smith, Michael & Nancy Dent, Phil & Susan Berge. 
Monetary donations were received from: Michael & Nancy Dent, Lyle & Trish Northey, Sharon & Scott Shelerud, Robin 
& John Whaley, Steve & Carol Carlson, Paul & Mary von Goertz, Ed & Joanie Lee and Lee & Jim Bujold. 

MEMORIALS RECEIVED: 

A gift to the memorial fund in memory of Anna Marie Peterson was received from Dick & Sue Sigel. 
     

 

CHURCH MOUSE 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
Dear Pastor Susan & the entire KRLC Congregation, Once again, thank you for your generous financial donation to the 
Lake County Development Achievement Center! We miss Knife River and truly appreciate how your support of our 
program and mission continues even though we aren’t neighbors anymore. Our program and doors are open but at a very 
limited capacity. Your gift will help us with costs which aren’t getting reimbursed due to our closure earlier this year. We 
hope you are all safe and healthy! Please know that Knife River Lutheran Church will always be a great friend to the DAC 
community. Be well, and Happy Holidays, Michelle McDonald & the DAC 

Dear Friends, It happens every day in more than 300 communities across Minnesota. When a child is adopted; when a 
young person is safe; when a family is supported; when a stranger is welcomed; when a warm meal is shared. These acts 
of service are an expression of God’s love for all people-and your generosity makes it possible. Thank you for your recent 
gift of $2,400 to Lutheran Social Services! Your support affirms our vision that all people have the opportunity to live and 
work in community with full and abundant lives. Pastor Julie Wright, LSS Director of Church Partnerships and 
Volunteerism 
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THANK YOU 
Dell and I would like to thank everyone for all the prayers during this trying time. The cards and gifts left at our door was so 
appreciated. We are taking it a day at a time and waiting for things to get back to normal.  We feel so blessed to have such caring 
friends.  Thank You, Dell and Sue 

BUILDING BRIDGES 
In a time of deep partisanship there is a faith-based group of conservatives and liberals working together in a safe, 
respectful space for faith-based, climate-focused discussion. According to the local chapter of Citizen’s Climate Lobby the 
majority of world religions embrace stewardship of the earth. The group is working on a virtual presentation for area 
congregations with suggestions about how to talk with children about climate change. Bill Berg is an active member of 
this group. If you would like to learn more, please contact Bill! 

90 in Larsmont! 
The founder of Penmaralter Campground in Larsmont turns 90! Ted Hanson and his wife Lee established the campground 
in 1968. Born and raised just a stone’s throw from the campground, Penmaralter is derived from the names of his four 
children; Penny, Marilynn, Allen and Terry! Now you know! Happy 90th Birthday, Mr. Hanson! 

STAY IN PLACE ASSISTANCE FOR SENIORS 
Community Partners in Two Harbors offers services to seniors along the North Shore to make it easier to stay in your own 
home.  In 2021, if you find yourself in need of a helping hand, services offered during COVID-19 include: Grocery 
Delivery, Assisted Transportation to medical appointments, Companionship over the phone, Chore on referral, Caregiver 
Counseling over the phone, Monthly Caregiver Support Group, Juniper Classes, and information and referral. We are here 
to help. Give Community Partners a call to learn more at 218-834-8024. Thanks to KRLC congregation members who 
serve as volunteers to Community Partners! 

2020 IN THE REARVIEW MIRROR 
I would bet money that most of us are saying “buh bye” to 2020 without regret! The Church Mouse has heard this from all 
corners! What a year it was. A pandemic that altered lives, some irrevocably. A contentious political year in which we 
experienced great divide. Months of longing to be in communion with one another, to make memories with our families, 
to worship together and to build community! A year when we all learned new things about our abilities and ourselves; 
when we gained knowledge and wisdom from our elders with the words, “This too shall pass”. A year when new skills 
came to the forefront in use of technology so we could, for example, worship together online! A year when the verb 
“zoom” used to express sudden, fast movement also became a genericized noun meaning an online meeting!  2020 ends 
with great hope for a vaccine that will hopefully restore something near normalcy to our lives. The Advent season that 
brought new meaning and comfort in the words of hope, peace, joy and love. Words that replaced hopelessness during the 
short days and darkness of mid-winter. 2020, when Pastor Susan’s sermon on “shalom” was most meaningful in 
conveying the message of peace, wellbeing and healing! 2020, when our “solitude” offered us the opportunity to dig a 
little deeper, gain a little more introspection, to deepen our faith and to “be still”. I know that your kind deeds, your 
thoughtful gestures, your generosity of spirit in stepping up to the plate when asked to serve God and your community, 
your generosity in offering a hand up to so many through our mission giving….all the ways in which people shared their 
gifts…this made 2020 unforgettable in a good way and so as Church Mouse, I join all of you that have expressed these 
sentiments and give thanks for each of you and the ways in which you change the world every day with your kindness and 
goodness.  Pastor Susan deserves heartfelt thanks for her leadership, along with our Church Council, in shepherding her 
flock through these uncertain times…..her burden had to be quite heavy on many days. Thank you Pastor Susan for 
making our burdens lighter with your insight, faith and love which you showered on your congregation.  

As we turn the page on 2020 and look forward to the promise that a new year always brings, I offer this reflection…….. 
“In whatever sense this year is a new year for you, may the moment find you eager and unafraid, ready to take it by the 

hand with joy and gratitude”. 
Howard Thurman “Meditations of the Heart”
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