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 Phil and I left for our vacation to the east coast on Thursday, April 5.  We returned on 

Saturday, April 14, 10 days later, last weekend.  As we pulled away from our house early on the 

morning of April 5, I looked with disapproval at the remaining crusty snow cover in our yard and 

said to Phil, “I wish that when we come back from vacation, all of this crusty snow is gone and 

spring is on the way.”  We all know how well that turned out!  Not only was the original crusty 

snow still about 50% present, but a howling snowstorm dropped about a foot of snow in my yard 

in Duluth the day after our return.  Not at all what I had wished for! 

 When it snows, Phil snow blows out the driveways, and I use a shovel to clear the 

doorways and the deck.  But, I didn’t have a chance to clear the deck on that Monday.  The 

nearly 12 inches of snow mocked me through the sliding glass doors leading out, on the deck 

surface, the flat railings, and our covered grill.  I figured I’d get to it later in the week, but here is 

where the magic comes in…..it went away by itself.  In that amazing process called melting.  

Spring finally figured out it was long overdue, the sun shone, the temperatures rose, and without 

any effort on my part, the deck, the railings, and the grill became snow free in a matter of days.  I 

loved it!  And it reminded me of one those essential realities that we too easily overlook:  the 

tremendous generosity and gift of all Creation from God to us.  It’s not about our labor and 

effort---it’s about the work and power of God.  We didn’t create the earth; God did.  We didn’t 

create ourselves; God did.  We don’t have to get up every morning and push the sun into its 

proper place; that’s part of the order of God’s creation.  We don’t make spring happen; God’s 

order of creation takes care of that.  We don’t have to plug in our blow dryers with a long 

extension cord and try to melt every bit of snow out of our yards; melting happens independently 

of us.  We don’t have to go outside and fasten buds onto every tree; they come of their own 



accord, per God’s design. Listen carefully to these words of a poem that Randi Alreck shared 

with the Lectio Divina group a few weeks ago, “Unseen buds”, by Walt Whitman.   

UNSEEN buds, infinite, hidden well, 

Under the snow and ice, under the darkness, in every square or  

cubic inch, 

Germinal, exquisite, in delicate lace, microscopic, unborn, 

Like babes in wombs, latent, folded, compact, sleeping; 

Billions of billions, and trillions of trillions of them waiting, 

What a wonderful poem and image of the incredible abundance of springtime. Isn’t it 

encouraging to realize the infinite billions of buds, waiting to burst forth, and we don’t have 

anything to do with it?  It’s not about us and our efforts; it’s about God and God’s creation.  Bill 

Berg reminded us that God thinks big---like so many of the psalms do, Bill urged us to raise our 

eyes to the heavens,  pointing out the sun, moon, stars, the earth itself.  We didn’t have to 

calculate the precise correct location for any of these heavenly bodies or their speed of rotation 

or any of the elements that led to life on this planet.  It’s all gift.  And Pat reminded us of how 

God is in the details of creation as well, not just in the big mathematical equations.  We don’t 

have to put caterpillars in cocoons each spring and then help them to open up to reveal 

butterflies; that’s all part of God’ artistry and engineering in the Created order.  It’s all gift to us.  

The Creation is a supreme act of generosity on the part of our Creator, and we are the fortunate 

and blessed recipients of that gift.  Earth Day, set on April 22, comes during spring for a good 

portion of the earth.  Yes, our spring is brown grass, mud, and melting snow; but it’s still spring.  

Birds are singing, buds are forming, bunnies are hopping, butterflies will emerge, the stars, 



moon, and planets continue in their orbits; earth is being renewed.  “Lord, send forth your Spirit 

and renew the face of the earth” we read in the Psalms.  Before our very eyes, it is happening! 

 But while Creation is an act of generosity, a pure gift to us; while we do not make it 

happen; we can impede it or improve it.  We can cultivate it or destroy it.  We can take care with 

it or be careless of it.  We have responsibility.  God places us in charge-it seems like a crazy, 

risky thing to do, but that’s what God does!   In the opening chapters of Genesis, God urges us to 

have dominion over creation, in the same way a ruler has dominion over their kingdom.  The 

good ruler does not abuse their kingdom, but governs and fosters it.  The good shepherd, which 

we hear about in our lessons today, doesn’t abandon or misuse the flock for short term gain or 

convenience, but protects and tends it.  We, as good stewards of the earth, are entrusted with the 

care and tending of the earth.  We are left in charge not for our selfish gain, but for the 

opportunity to cultivate and grow.  Earth Day reminds us of our God-given and divinely 

mandated responsibility for this earth on which we live. 

 But, how do we live out that responsibility?  I’m going to segue way briefly into our 

Gospel text for this morning.  This fourth Sunday of Easter always features lessons about Christ 

as the Good Shepherd. I want to highlight an aspect of this Good Shepherd image from the 

Gospel of John that may relate to how we live out our stewardship of creation.  Those who know 

cattle and sheep far better than I have assured me of this essential difference: Cattle must be 

driven.  Sheep must be led.  I didn’t know that, did you?  Apparently,  you drive cattle from 

behind with some forcefulness to direct them, but sheep do much better if you lead them up 

front.  Possibly, this is why Christ said I am the Good Shepherd, rather than I am the Good 

Cowboy?  God doesn’t drive us, force us, or compel us.  Correct?  Not God’s style. God invites 

us, encourages us, directs us, guides us, leads us.  That’s God’s style.  And perhaps, then, we 



might pick up a pointer or two from this, both for efforts to share our faith and values, and for 

efforts in our stewarding of the earth.  We may accomplish far more by leading through example 

than we do by anger, compulsion, or strident activity.  When we feel a sense of urgency about 

something---like passing on our faith or saving the planet---it is easy to become impatient and 

coercive.  But such tactics rarely produce lasting change.  They may temporarily intimidate or 

compel, but lasting change comes from within.  And it takes time.  And I believe that for most of 

us, it is the leading by example of those before us, whether in matters of faith or matters of 

caring for creation, that truly inspires change.  All of which suggests to me, at least, that we are 

good stewards for ourselves and others by strong example and good practices ourselves.  

Personally, congregationally, community wide.  Grass roots change, a very potent metaphor for 

environmental concerns, is where it’s at.  We can and are a part of that.   

 An easy way to think about responsible stewarding of the earth is the Four Rs:  Reduce.  

Reuse.  Recycle. Rejoice.  Reducing, Reusing, and Recycling are of course, standard practices, 

often held up on days like Earth Day.  The fourth R, Rejoice, is perhaps a part of our faith 

response, as we see, love, care for, and rejoice in the world God made, in the generosity of God’s 

creation for us. So each of us, leading by example, could reduce.  We could buy products made 

from recycled materials, or utilize energy efficient cars, or turn off the lights, or buy locally 

made goods to reduce transportation costs.  And we can reuse. An old jam jar can become a 

container for leftovers.  Food scraps can become compost.  Books or magazines can be shared.  

And we can recycle.  All the paper, plastic, glass, cardboard and other materials we go through 

without a thought can be recycled rather than dumped into landfills.  We can all find ways to 

practice these three Rs, and most certainly we can Rejoice.  Because we see, through our eyes of 

faith, that God creates, sustains, and renews the earth, and God is doing that right now----even as 



we are sitting here---God is at work in this planet and this Creation.  We rejoice that we are the 

recipients of God’s generosity and that we have an opportunity to respond with care for this good 

Creation.  Amen.  

 


